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TEAMUP

WITH
TEAM
FROST

Things are looking great for
Karting "79.

Especially for Superkart
driver Steve Styrin, whose first
season in the senior class saw
him win the ‘78 Hermetite Race
of the year and the Kartspeed
championship.

Helping Steve on his way to
victory in 1979 will be Frost
Asbestos Removal Ltd.,
specialist contractors to general
industry.

As our cheer leader shows,
a little support goes a long way.
Get into your Team Frost Tee-
shirtby postingachequeorP.O.
forf£1.75, payableto Team Frost,
to the address below. State size
when ordering and allow 28 days
for delivery.

Ir FROST

Frost Asbestos Removal Ltd.,
Cottis House, Rochford, Essex.
Telephone: (0702) 548046

Fullerton

Racing

EUROPE’'S NO 1 ENGINE SPECIALIST

World Champion, 8 Times British Champion & Three Times European Champion Since 1966

=
STOCKISTS of -PARILLA [[3OMET

| DAP  sifio B0

® Full range of the above engines & spares
equipment supplied to order.

available “Ex Stock” & all quality kart

® PREC/S/ION engine building & modifying service including all machine work, boring,

honing, cranksplitting etc.

® FULLERTON — TILLOTSON special modified performance models, in both Slide &
Butterfly versions now available from the original & most successful users of these

carburettors.

® Supply, tuning & preparation of all class 1 motors to the highest levels of workmanship &

performance.

Contact Mick

Fullerton.

Allenquires:- Telephone 01-7490979
Correspondence Address FULLERTON RACING, 11 Viola Square, London W.12, 0QF.

Visit “Team Schemes” T-shirt shop
for the following:

@ T-shirts — printed, plain, transfers

@ Sweat shirts

@ Embroidered Badges ‘1offs’ welcome
@ Stickers

® Anoraks - stock or ‘specials’

5 STONELEIGH PARK ROAD, EWELL,EPSOM,SURREY
01-394 2228 9am to 5pm only

Motivation

DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT
Bagnall, Stoke-on-Trent ST9 9JW

Tel: 0782 542621 or 503908.

Improve your odds for 1979 with
MOTIV Racing Components

NEW Range of MOTIV Expansion
Chambersforall popular 125 Engines
£46.50 Ex Stock

NEW MOTIV Aerodynamic
Downthrust Device ©) 1978
Easy to fit £40.00 Ex Stock

NEW MOTIV Superaxles.
25% lighterthan solid 25mm axle.
Superlight-Superstrong ©) 1978.

Plus of Course

MOTIV TD3 Yamaha Expansion Chambers.

Ready to fit including bracket & Sitencers £94.50
MOTIV 210 Expansion Chamber with cradle

. £42.50

MOTIV TD3/TZ Exhaust Seals £1.60 each.
MOTIV Duplex Axle/Gearbox Sprocket Sets
Ideally suited to MOTIV Superaxle.

Let MOTIV Engineer Your 1979 Results
Securicor delivery £3.30. All prices subject to V.A.T.

Export, Trade & Private enquiries welcome.




Make Your
New Year’'s Resolution

I will not miss Kart & Superkart

Subscription Rates

United Kingdom ... £7:50
EUrOpe oo £8-50
Australia, New Zealand, Japan,

Philippines .......ocooiiiieeiie e, £14-00
Othernon-European countries ............c......... £12:50

NB The two latter prices include air postage

BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE

NAME
ADDRESS

| would like a 12 month subscription begin-
ningwiththe ..., issue
Please find enclosed cheque/PQO/Interna-
tionalmoneyorderforf..............coocooiiiiiini .

SIGNATURE

Post to: Kart & Superkart
Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts, England

AERO KARTS

(Proprietor: L. R. Loakes)

MANUFACTURER AND SPARES
STATION ROAD-TILBROOK -HUNTS.
Telephone: Kimbolton 361

The Local Kart Specialist

New and secondhand Karts in stock for
RACING — FUN — CONCESSION

We also keep the spares you will need
Our stocks of spares and accessories are too
extensive to list— So why not visit our works and see
foryourself

14 yearsin the Kart trade business

plus

17 years of racing experience

equals

A wealth of Karting experience, at your

service
WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY TO GIVE ADVICE TO
ANYONE INTERESTED IN STARTING KARTING

KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE NEW AERO PANTHER
KARTS-YOU WILL SEETHEM AT MOST TRACKS

Agents for
VILLIERS — BULTACO
MONTESA and YAMAHA Engines and Spares

BRIGGS & STRATTON - VILLIERS Industrial
Engines Also in stock

QI TONY SMITH M

RACING DEVELOPMENTS

1978 Fulbeck Championships:
1st, 250, Int, Ray Harris, Barlotti Smith Yamaha
1978 Kimbolton Championships:
1st, 250 Int, Stan Harvey, Zip Smith Yamaha
1978 Kimbolton Championships:
2nd, 250 Int, John Jordan, Barlotti Smith Yamaha

We can give you not 1, not 2, but 108 reasons
for racing a Smith prepared and tuned engine — The fastest
official recorded lap by a kart
at the British Kart GP, Silverstone 1978
Michael Goy's Lap Record of
1min 37sec=108-63mph
on his Smithtuned, Yamaha powered, Zip Kart

You too can join the fast men by having a Smithtuned engine in 1979
All makes of karts, engines and spares, new and second hand, supplied.

OAKVIEW, THORNEY RD, GUYHIRN, WISBECH, CAMBS.
TEL. GUYHIRN 414.
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Kart & Superkart -

Welcome to the first issue of Kart & Superkart.

I hope you find our magazine full of interesting reading, from the
more comprehensive race reports down to the light-hearted
chit-chat and humour. Each member of our crew is, or has been in
one way or another, very much involved in the competitive side of
modern karting — an asset that we feel sure will enable us to put
together something that will appeal to people both in and out of the
sport.

Our aim is to produce a professional magazine which, as well as
serving the interests of competitive karters, will convey the image of
karting today to those outside the sport. Karting is now finally
starting to shake off the old ‘nuts and bolts’ image, and with so
many of today’s Formula 1, 2 and 3 stars having started their
motorsport careers in a kart, the public are beginning to realise that
there’s more to karting than they at first thought. With major
sponsorship now becoming a part of the sport at its top levels, it
also now presents a far more professional face, and we hope to
assist the growth of this image through the style of Kart &
Superkart.

Apart from promoting the sport in this way, we are aiming to
help in an even more direct way — kicking off with our projected 100
National series which you will read about further on.

In Britain, the administration side of the sport is going through
turbulent times at present. Hopefully, through our news or
correspondence pages, fresh ideas and opinions will emerge that
may lead to a solution of benefit to karting.

May I wish all readers the best for Christmas and the New Year,
and hope that you will continue to enjoy Kart & Superkart during
and beyond 1979.

CHRIS LAMBDEN

FRONT COVER

Lake Speed and the race of his life! Lake leading
the early laps of the second final at the World
Championships. Close behind are da Silva and
Forsmann, while Mickey Allen is out of the
picture, attempting a dive down the inside of
the Brazilian!

Photos: Special thanks to Auto Lebdo, Malcolm Carling,
John Purdey, and Dennis Callingham.
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contents

More About Us
An introduction to our magazine; its fea-

tures, and how you can help

Just Heard...
4 The latest in news, and gossip around
karting

How once again Mickey Allen stole the
end-of-year limelight

8 Mickey's Hong Kong

Superkart Superstars
15 Motor Cycle racing’s big names drive 250

Superkarts at Donington Park

Lake
2 2 A look at the new World Champion, and
his almost fairy tale win
Ponder With Pudney
6 Our first regular columnist sets off with a
look at the 100cc scene
Under the Rising Sun
2 8 A look back at the Japan Kart Race and the
growth of karting in that country
Mainly Merlin
34 Chris Merlin, our gearbox orientated man,
with histhoughts
Steve Styrin
; Profile on the new 250 front runner and his
New sponsors
Hines Quarters
41 Martin Hines on sponsorship, how to get
it,and how to keep it
4 Club Scene
Recent events
Trade Talk
49 News and developments from the manu-
facturers and retailers

NEXT MONTH:

THE MIKE WILSON INTERVIEW: We talk to
England’s young IAME works driver.

On sale 1 February.




A PUNCTURE NOW COULD COST YOU
MORE THAN THE RACE

Sudden tyre deflation at speed is no joke.
A lost race might be the least of your problems!
_ : Now you can forget punctures thanks to OKO, the amazing new liquid tyre sealant.
Prevent OKO seals instantaqeoqsly,as they happen,. hol_es in th;e contact area caused by
Punctures objects up to 5 mm in diameter — that’s a five-inch nail!
So you just carry on racing —and you won'’t even know you’ve had a puncture.

OKO is easy to use, absolutely safe, has no effect on wheel balance or handling,

lasts for the life of the tyre...

A < and it costs only £2.80"to protect all four tyres on your.kart. Can you really afford
> not to use it?

TYRE SEALANT *recommended retail price exclusive of VAT.

Biataall® Available from your local kart dealer or direct from the distributor, Zip Kart.

: N -
Remember ... Forget Punctures

OKO is manufactured under license in the UK by Yewpalm Ltd. Immex House Imperial Way Watford Herts

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Oery Antiques

Hine Hurniture Bric-a-Brac
BOUGHT — SOLD — EXCHANGED

Want a New Kart
Let Terry Antiques of North London help you pay for it!

We will pay top prices for the following items
Antiques of all descriptions

Tables — Chairs — Bookcases — Bureaux — Desks —~ Clocks — Tin and clockwork toys —
Music boxes — China headed dolls — Silver and Jewellery — Paintings — Vases — Porcelain — etc

Terry Murphy
Terry Antiques
175 Junction Road
Archway
London N19
Telephone: 01-263 1219

or have a chat to Terry at any circuit where you see one of our vans

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

WILSON RACING
ENGINES

TUNING-REBORES-HONING -
CRANK SPLITTING
New karts and engines in stock
Helmets Leathers Boots Gloves

New Engines just arrived Trade
supplied
Several Good Second-hand Karts in
Stock

Blow-Villiers Zip-Minerelli125cc
Birel-Manx Zip-T.70
Zip-Parilla BM-TT22

8A Stoneyford Road
Wombwell, Yorks
0226 753135

January 1979

BKKMV

Karting Ltd

are pleased toannouncea
: Firstwithin a First
the all new BK WOLF ‘a quality kart’

Tried and tested with great satisfaction this
quality gearbox chassis is made from Renold
531 tubing, bronze welded, fitted with the
superior self-adjusting Appleby brake system
and has strong fibre-glass components

Order Now for ‘79

The BK Wolf less tyres and tubes . . £398 plus
VAT

BKKM Karting Ltd, 56 Wharf Rd

Tyseley, Birmingham B11 2EB
021-707 4641
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ANDY
KIRKPATRICK

would like to offer seasonal greetings to all
his customers and wish Kart & Superkart
magazine every success for the future

we can offer a complete range of karting
equipment for the enthusiast from stock
plus
a boring and honing service from our
workshop

Northern Ireland distributors for the complete
range of Zip Kart products

ANDY KIRKPATRICK
11 Church Road, Grace Hill, Ballymena
Co. Antrim, Northern Ireland
Telephone Ballymena 2403

1978
BRITISH CHAMPIONS

BM EUROPA -K88 Mistrale
Modified 100 Nat
MM/2-Manx Mistrale
Modified 100 Britain

BM Europa Kart—Magfittings from £315

K88 £165— K88 MM from £220

MM/2 Purpose Built Britain Kart £240

Complete

Upton Manx £140 Upton Manx MM £165
also

BM K96/3 Mistrale Modified 100 INT

Engines as used by Martin Smart from £330

BM K96/3 Standard from £280.

All enquiries welcomed inc. trade.

Any other make of Kart or Engine
supplied.

Large selection used gear

part exchange

SAE Kart Engine & Spares List. Postal Service.
Mistrale Racing
41 Bishopston, Montacute, Somerset

Tel.074-76 2568 (10am—4pm)
or0935-822423 (7pm-10pm & Sat)

Ray Davies Auto’s

Roadand Racing Equipé

THE INCOMPARABLE B.M. KART:
@ FACTORY ASSEMBLED
® ELECTRON MAGNESIUM COMPONENTS
® SUPERB HANDLING
® DETAILED ENGINEERING
@® TUBELESS MAGNESIUM WHEELS

KARTS

B.M.F. Europe Model lesstyres . . .. ... £340+ VAT
B.M. Blue Bird International less tyres . £385 + VAT
ENGINES

BMKO6/3TT ..................... £280+ VAT
B.M.Sport .............. ... £155+ VAT

TEST KART AVAILABLE

WE ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE OUR
LIAISON WITH ROY HOLT RACING
DEVELOPMENTS AS OUR SOUTHERN AGENT
FOR B.M. KARTS AND ENGINES

HOLT RACING ENGINES AS USED BY
OURSELVES

PART EXCHANGES

SELECTED USED CLASS | OUTFITS IN
STOCK

Finance available on all equipment 20% deposit

20/22 General Street, Blackpool
Tel: Blackpool 22246

}vA JKS Racing

Always a comprehensive range of spares for
all classes at our shop or service van at all
Scottish meetings

Yamaha 250 & 125 ex stock. 210
National Upton & Bett. 100cc Parilla,
Corsair, Komet, TKM

Zip Chassis and spares ex-stock,
othersto order

Sole Agent for superb new Bett Alloy
Barrel Kits for 210 class phone now to
avoid disappointment

Trade-in facilities—mail order. Good choice
of used equipment

Sandy Taylor
Lonmay 2554

N/
/" \

Kart & Superkart

The new superb
EAGLE Kart
chassis is now
available at
£360 including
VAT

Main agents for the

"3} ARROW

engine by Hewland complete with the superb built-in
reduction gearbox to improve performance and reliability

3 Ported Engine. . .. ........... £255.96 inc VAT

5 Ported Engine. . ............. £266.66 inc VAT

(Price adjustable should carh, exhaust or ignition not he
required)

NEWS!

Aversion of the Arrow has just been homologated for

100 BRITAIN
100 JUNIOR BRITAIN
Orders now being taken

Class | Spares
Always Available

Watch for Our
TradeVan
At Race Meetings

MONTEAGLE
RACING

MONTEAGLE LANE
YATELEY, CAMBERLEY,
SURREY
Tel: Yateley 874256
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More
about us

This first issue of Kart & Superkart is planned as a sample of the
quality of coverage, news, and features that we will be bringing you
monthly from now on.

We hope you find it interesting, and above all enjoyable reading,
with the international and domestic race coverage, interviews, our
three regular personality columns and all our other features. Our
‘Just Heard’ pages bring you the latest news, and pit-chat, and you
will also meet ‘Friggit’, a little friend of ours who, along with one or
two friends, will be bringing you the lighter side of karting!

There are other regular features that need your participation, and
as a result will tee off next month: a7

Your letters: We welcome your letters, with comment on anything
to do with karting. A lively correspondence page can be the focal
point of a good magazine, and enables readers to debate important
matters, as well as giving praise or criticism of elements within the
sport. As part of our correspondence section we are running an
ASK US! service, in which we will answer your questions on
karting — whether technical or otherwise. If we don’t know the
answer, we’ll find an expert who does! Write to us at Kart &
Superkart (Letters) or (Ask Us), Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts,
England.

Club scene: Does get under way this month with some coverage of
recent meetlngs in our own area, but these pages are yours. All club
PR people are invited to submlt coverage on their local events, as
soon as possible after they take place (old news ain’t news!), with
photographic support if possible. Club racing and activities form
the basis of the sport and we hope you will take advantage of these
pages to publicise your club, its personalities and its activities. As
well as 400500 word coverage on normal restricted meetings, let us
know the snippets of news from within the club — track develop-
ments, forthcoming promotions and so on. As I said, these are your
pages.

Kalendar: Another free service to clubs. This will be more of a
‘where to see karting this month’ section, to enable interested
people to know where and when they can see karting and how to get
there (some tracks are very hard to find!). Once again, if you want
your club’s events publicised, it’s up to your PR person to keep us
informed - try and keep us 2-3 months ahead with forthcoming
event information if you can. Don’t think about it, let us know
now!

Remember, we can cover the major meetings, interview the stars,
bring you the technical information, trade, and other news, but for
news within the multitude of clubs, we rely on you. Don’t be afraid
to give us a ring on Hoddesdon 44201, if you have a snippet of news
that you think will be of interest.

Mini-qds: Where you can buy and sell your second-hand equip-
ment, 5p per word, minimum charge 50p. Mini-ads must be
prepaid, and will be inserted in the first possible issue after receipt.
Send your Mini-ad clearly printed, or typed, to Kart & Superkart
(Mini-ads), Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts.

Now read on! If you like it (and we’re sure you will) order your
copy from your kart dealer, or take out an annual subscription with
us (form on page 52). Kart & Superkart will also be available from
British newsagents next month.




New National Association

As a reaction to the way in which the RAC has
been handling the interests of British karters, a
National Association of Kart Clubs has recently
been formed. The intention of the Association
appears to be to bring home to the RAC, forcibly
if necessary, what the majority of kart drivers and
clubs want, and to try and make sure they get it.

The following is the text of a press release from
the Association, received on 4 December, with
minor grammatical‘alterations only, to ease read-
ing.

“The Southern Association of Kart Clubs was
Jounded four weeks before the RAC Kart Confer-
ence, with the aim to put forward some alternative
proposals to RAC Sheet Number 91.

‘Initially made up of two delegates from the
London Kart Club and two from the Hoddesdon
Kart Club, invitations were sent out at that time to
Camberley and Clay Pigeon Kart Clubs. At about
this time Clubs from the North were on a similar
track, with Felton and Rowrah’]}n'mm;: a Northern
Association. This led to the coming together of both
Associations to form the National Association of
Kart Clubs on 28 October, 1978 at Scotts Corner.

‘At this meeting, two delegates from each Club
were present. By this time, 22 clubs were members,
and at that Meeting, delegates democratically
elected the following :

Reg Deavin Chairman of
National Association
Bert Hesketh Vice-Chairman

National Association
Secretary of the National
Association and Chairman of
the Northern Association

Dennis Davidson

Jock Mailer Chairman of Southern
Association and
Editor of Magazine
John Sutton Secretary of

Southern Association

‘The Association was formed o aid the improve-
ment and common good of karting and the karter.

‘Initial decisions taken to date include putting the
tyre situation into perspective. This was unanimous
with the result that for 1979, at all circuits within the
Association, Goodyear and Carlisle tyres will be
used. Also, other administrative requests have been
made to the RAC, as yet withno reply.

‘Commencing in 1979, at major events, the
Association will undertake to prevent any such
occurrence similar to that which prevailed at the
British Championships at Clay Pigeon and will also
be checking engine numbers and other areas of
controversy, albeit, karter, trader or organiser.'

L. H. Docherty
13.11.1978

The following clubs are listed as members of the
Association:

LondonKC Cumbria KC
HoddesdonKC Hemel Hempstead KC
4

Hayes & Harlington KC S Yorks KC

Camberley KC Lincs KC

Clay Pigeon KC BoltonKC
Northumbria KC Blackpool & Fylde KC
LancsKC Buxton & District KC
Isie of Man KC Cheshire KC

West Mercia KC Lion KC

Borders KC Chasewater KC
Morecambe & Heysham KC

Only 21! They must have forgotten someone.

NB. Although it is not clearly defined, it is
assumed that the ‘Goodyear & Carlisle’ reference
is to 100 National and other National classes —not
the International ones.

The basic aims of this new Association are
obviously of good intention. Let us all hope that
the energy of the Association is channelled in the
right direction and in the right way,

There is nothing to be gained if the Association
develops into a rebel breakaway organisation, at
constant loggerheads with the RAC — it might be
okay on the domestic scene, but what happens
when members of such an organisation want to
compete internationally for England?

On the other hand, if the RAC recognises the
value of a correctly run group representing it is
hoped, the majority of opinion as expressed by its
22 members, karting CAN benefit. There is no
point in trying to undermine the authority of the
RAC - or any governing body. If both parties
realise the advantage of the Association as an
advisory body, and the RAC accepts and acts on
their advice, there isa lot to be gained.

Karting in many countries is run in a similar
way, by an Association made up of delegates,
elected by the karting clubs. This body can have
the entire responsibility of running karting on a
day to day basis, with the national motorsport
governing body acting much as the owner of a
large company — there in name, but quite happy
and confident enough to let the deputies run
things.

It is to be hoped that the National Association
of Clubs develops along these lines. Time will tell.

The Dunlop Tyre Company’s big effort in Hong
Kong (see elsewhere), centred on Mickey Allen,
signalled the start of a full tyre development
agreement between Dunlop and Deavinsons.
Apparently Dunlop will be looking after Mickey
at all the international meetings next year, plus of
course, the British Championships, with tyres and
technicians on hand.

Frenchman Marc Boulineau, who will be remems-
bered for his controversial tangle with country-
man Leret at Le Mans, has apparently fallen out of
favour with his sponsor - the French Birel agent.
The split was apparently directly due to the Le
Mans incident, which ruled out the chances of
either Frenchman making the top three.

Inaword...

In naming our magazine, we must acknowledge
the Cadwell Car & Kart Club, who were the péople
who introduced the Superkart term to England.
For those of you who don’t know, Superkart is the
name used in reference to 250 International racing
—especially in a long circuit vein. It certainly gives
a more promotable name to this sort of racin g.

From France we hear of a motor show, to take
place in Rouen from 19 to 21 January, with a high
proportion of space allocated to karting. Most of
France’s major kart manufacturers or importers
are taking stands, and along with films on various
karting events it is hoped to have some of karting’s
celebrities on hand, from ex World Champion
Francois Goldstein to today’s top people. Some
British manufacturers have been contacted, but
anyone who hasn’t and would like to know more
can contact us for the address and other details.

Dave Buttigeig seems to be a topic of conversation
regularly at the moment. A few weeks ago Dave
was competing at Donington in the Wales Karting
Barlotti Yamaha. Since then has come the news
that he has teamed up with Deavinsons and will be
using chassis built by the Rye House company
next year. The Deavins experience in 250 racing is
very limited, but with a top name like Butty
involved, and an organised development pro-
gramme, we can well expect to see another chassis
name amongst the front runners, Dave has already
taken delivery of three frames and has been
running them in short circuit events to evaluate
them. On top of this comes the unconfirmed
rumour that Dave’s engines are now to be pre-
pared by Tony Smith, signifying a possible split
with Wales Karting. Either way, it is obvious that
Dave Buttigeig is gearing up for another concerted
attack on the 250 scene next year.

Although the international tyre scene seems to
revolve around Bridgestone, Dunlop & Sirio, it
appears that Continental have been working away
in the background. Our sources tell us that much
testing has recently been done on lightweight
new-shape Continentals in 7-00x 10-5 and
6-50 x 10-5 sizes at the Hanover track. Lap times
are said to be exceptionally good and the tyres are
expected to be released for sale in the New Year.
The price in Germany is said to be slightly cheaper
than Bridgestones.

From Italy we hear a rumour that ace tuner Baroni
has left IAME and is now running his own tuning
business. The story also mentions that he is to
produce his own karts as well. Confirmation of
this is awaited with interest!

Enduro fans take note. A little bird tells us that
there is the possibility of a major International
Enduro event in England next year. The venue is
rumoured to be Rye House and involves a six hour
event, probably in June. A large European entry
would be expected, giving the event a truly
International flavour.

Graham Liddle, multiple World Cup winner of
years gone by, is to switch from 250 to 125 racing
next year. Equipment is said to be a 125 Zip/Ya-
maha YZ. On this subject, several of the 250 guns
are supposed to be building up 125 karts to ‘keep
their hand in” over the winter months, until the big
circuit season gets underway in Feb/March.

Steve Styrin’s sponsors Frost Hurst are said to be
considering running a two kart team in 1979. This
would suggest that they have been more than
happy with their involvement in 1978. Another
professionally turned out two kart team can only
further enhance the image of ‘Superkart’ racing,
and we wish them well.

Kart & Superkart

I THE TRADE PAGE =

The Trade Page is to enable members of the trade to keep
you in touch with new products, general news and
developments from their respective businesses. Once
again, we hope to be in regular touch with as much of the
trade as possible, but trade members should not hesitate

toring us with their news.

Sisley Karting have had a stand at the Car & Car
Conversions Performance Car Show, which has
just finished at the Alexandra Palace in London.
As well as a 250 Superkart and a 100cc kart, the
stand also included one of the new Sisley Fun Cars
(a mini Formula Ford body on a Fun Kart), and
the Road Ant, a scaled down, fully operational,
fully equipped (suspension and all) Range Rover,
selling at about £1,600! We hope to have pictures
next month.

Sisleys hope to be into their new factory by
mid-January, and will then be able to take over
production of their own Kestrel Karts fully. At
present the chassis building is contracted out.

On the new product front, they are importing
the American Digatron temperature gauges, which
it is hoped will be available shortly. They have a
digital readout which is very accurate, and can act
as an early warning system if an engine suddenly
begins to run lean during a race. Expensive seizes
etc can be avoided!

Lane Karts have just moved into their new
premises at 161 Eardley Road, London SW16.
This will give them much more space and as a
result, they hope to expand their customer services
and stocks of equipment. At present, no major
changes are planned for the Lane range of chassis
for 1979.

With the implementation of the new RAC tyre
list, testing is to be done shortly to see whether it
will be necessary to revise the chassis design at all,
to make best use of the permitted Nationai-class
tyres.

Tal-Ko are swinging into production of their
newly homologated Britain-class engine. Unlike
the interpretation put on the rules by the majority
of engine importers (and as interpreted in our Just
Heard pages), Bernie Turney feels that the £165
limit should include the Motoplat ignition and
Tillotson carburettor. Accordingly the TKM
FF99 Sport, as the Britain motor is known, will
sell for £165 including Motoplat and Tillotson
carb. This looks like effectively making the TKM
up to £45 cheaper than some of the imported
engines. A lot of people may well agree with the
Turney’s interpretation.

Similarly, the Hewland Arrow Britain engine
which has now been homologated, will sell for
£165 including the Motoplat and carburettor, and
with a normal nine tooth sprocket. The Hewland
reduction gearbox is available as an optional extra
for this engine at £40, and Monteagle point out
that this does create a great saving on chain costs
throughout the year.

The barrel for the engine has been designed
from scratch to meet the Britain-class regulations,
and with the restrictor in mind — not as an
afterthought.

Monteagle’s Eagle kart is undergoing a few
steering geometry changes for 1979, but otherwise
will remain basically the same as the *78 chassis. -

Mark Barnard of Redhill says that his new dyno is
now fully operational. A Heenan & Froude techni-
cian has been to the Redhill premises and finished
off the final setting up and calibration. This
enables Mark to offer a tull and complete range of
tuning services.
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Tri-Filon

From time to time interesting new products
emerge on the karting scene, and we hope to be
able to take a look at these at an early stage. One
such product, which has recently arrived on the
UK market, is an American originated product
known as Tri-Flon.

Tri-Flon is a new synthesized lubricant, which
breaks new ground by bonding Teflon onto
working surfaces with a tough and durable bound-
ary film. It has several possible uses in karting, and
seems to offer a solution to several friction
problems.

The key to Tri-Flon is the word Teflon, a brand
name for PTFE, accidentally discovered in the
1930s by Dupont, a major US chemicals firm.
PTFE is the material used in the non-stick fry-
pans! Teflon’s useful properties are that: it has an
incredibly small co-efficient of friction of 0-04 (to
you and me that means it is super slippery!), is
resistant to most other chemicals, and will not
absorb water. The benefit of these properties has
been appreciated for a long time, but the problem

has been how to make use of them — until now the
only way to bond Teflon to a surface has been by
heat treatment at the manufacturing stage. This is
where Tri-Flon comes in.

Available in spray cans, it penetrates tiny
clearances, and will bond to virtually any surface
by means of its tough boundary film. By virtue of
the Teflon particles it rejects dirt, so working
surfaces are always clean. It can work at very high
temperatures, and its durability means far less
applications are necessary than with present-day
lubricants.

After tests over a period of time on a 250 kart, it
was shown to have many uses in a karting context.
It certainly works well as a chain lubricant — the
dirt repelling properties also keeping this area very
clean (subsequent tests on 100cc chains showed a
similar performance). Rear axle and front wheel
bearings spin very freely after application of
Tri-Flon, and open bearings can be run without
fear of grit and dirt getting in between the working
surfaces.

Tri-Flon in fact can be used on any moving
surfaces to gain smooth operation — throttle and
brake cables, and engine bearings all benefiting.
Some was even applied to the moving internals of
the braking system (brake fluid being another of
the chemicals it resists), with a noticeable gain in
ease of operation.

The other great advantage of the product is that
due to its efficiency and super bond to working
surfaces, the number of applications necessary is
greatly reduced —so you're not continuously oiling
chains.

Tri-Flon looks to be a worthwhile addition to
karting products, and their British people are
currently arranging distribution, so it can be
expected at karting dealers at any time.

AND

SUPERKART

Don’'t
Miss

Out!

Order the February issue at your
newsagents or kart dealers. Better
still fill in the subscription form on
page 52 and have Kart & Superkart

delivered regularly to your door.
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TRI-FLON puts more zip

in Martin Hines Zip-Karts.
(WiTh less efforfz

TRI-FLON brings a new age to lubrication. And
Martin Hines British and Superkart Kart
Champion has discovered what it can mean to
his Hermetite ZIp Racing Team performance.

“‘We have used TRI-FLON for several months
now, fo lubricdte our chains, main bearings,
linkages and steering mechanisms. The result
has been faster speeds, because TRI-FLON
reduces l?nltlon drag — and the bearings move
more freely.

Also lubrication lasts longer. We used to have to
relubricate our 250cc Karts after each practice
session — now one TRI-FLON lubrication will last
for up to two whole meetings — 6 races and 2
practices.’’

THE NON-STICK PROTECTIVE SHIELD

TRI-FLON is @ major breakthrough because
it is the first liquid formulation ever fo harness
Teflon® particles — as used in non-stick
coatings for kifchenware.

The Teflon* particles coat the surface of
moving parts and surfaces with a long-lasting
non-stick protective shield. Dirt can't stick to if,
or break it down through friction. Moisture
can't build up on it, so corrosion is prevented.

So anything that moves, moves better with
TRI-FLON. And one application of TRI-FLON
lasts up to 10 times longer than that of
conventional lubricants.
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THE FREEDOM FIGHTER

TRI-FLON is also a maijor breakthrough
because it is the first non-acid formulation that
penefrates seized or corroded parts, to free them
and get them moving again.

(TRI-FLON has even proved more effective
than an acetylene torch at breaking down
corrosion.)

You can use TRI-FLON for any use to which you
would normally use a multi-purpose lubrication —
such as to remove, or inhibit, rusf or other build-up
on machines or tools, gardening equipment,
power tools, door hinges, car engines (points,
locks, electrics, etc.)

*Teflon is a registered tfrademark of
E.l. Du Pont de Nemours & Co (Inc)

TRIFLON

BRINGS A NEW AGE TO
LUBRICATION

Trade and consumer enquiries to:

ZIP KART, Pindar Road, Hoddesdon, Herts. Tel: Hoddesdon 63371,
For %eneral Information contact Tri-flon (UK) Ltd .

cfo Olympic Bearing Co. Ltd., Unit 9 Chailey Industrial Estate,
Pump Lane, Hayes, Middlesex. Tel: 01-561 0220.

As mentioned in our Japan coverage, 125 and 250 karting is getting off the ground there. In fact, three
weeks after the big 100cc race, a race was held for gearbox karts on the large Sugo bike track, in
conjunction with a major 750 bike race. Twenty-three entries took part and the kart shown above is the
Japanese built Stag/Yamaha YZ 125 of Yasumoto Sugaya, who was apparently a front runner. Sugaya
seems 1o be in everything, as it was he who finished third in the 100cc Carcompo Pacific Championship

Race.

Snippets from
Japan

Japan is certainly not the place to be without
everything in the way of official papers being 100
per cent in order; It is just not possible to bluff
your way through, as is often possible on the
Continent. Terry Fullerton and ‘The Ed’ disco-
vered this to their great discomfort when they
arrived at the new Narita Airport. As they were in
Japan to compete for money, the immigration men
insisted on a visa, which they didn’t have. The
officials’ initial response was to put them on the
first plane out of Japan, but after a couple of hours
of interrogation and form-filling, the two were put
under ‘house arrest’ at the airport hotel! Not being
allowed outside the front door of the hotel, they
spent two decidedly aggravated and boring days
until they were finally able to contact race officials,
who arranged their ‘release’. To add insult to
injury, Angelo Parilla and the rest of the DAP
crew, arrived the next day and walked straight
through - without visas, and laden down with
engines, and chassis, brought with them on their
flight. They were through and in Sugo ready for
testing, while the two ‘renegades’ were still enjoy-
ing the hospitality at the Narita Airport Hotel!

In the evenings, due to the isolated location of the
hotel, there was not a lot to do, and it was not long
before a series of inter-room battles developed,
involving jugs of cold water! The sight of several
well-known personalities dressed only in under-
wear and kimono, and often drenched to the skin,
must have completely baffled the Japanese, and
led to severe doubts about Western culture and
civilisation! Australian John Pizarro, sleeping like
a baby, had the heavens open up on him. The last
evening in Sugo saw a ‘High Noon’ showdown
dissolve into farce as the head waiter cum piano
player was accidentally doused from head to foot!
He was last reported seated at his piano, wearinga
mac...

K & S National
Championship

Kart & Superkart are pleased to announce the
sponsorship of a new prestige Championship
series for 100 National drivers. We are currently
negotiating with clubs in order to finalise the dates
of the six rounds, and hope to be able to announce
full details shortly.

Why the biggest class in English karting has not
had such a series before is a mystery, but now Kar¢
& Superkart are giving the top 100 National
drivers a chance to achieve the recognition the
class deserves. In order to ensure the series being
contested by bona fide 100 National drivers only,
anyone who competes in the 1979 Green Man 100
International, or represents England in a senior
100 International event, will not be eligible to
enter.

Of the six rounds, each competitors best four

‘results will count towards the grand total, for

which the following prize money is guaranteed,
with further sponsorship hopefully raising it to
over £500;

Ist £150 plustrophy

2nd £75 plus trophy

3rd £35 plus trophy

4th £15 plustrophy

Sth £10 plus trophy

6th £5 plustrophy

The points system has been structured'in such a
way that credit will be given for performance in
heats as well as the various finals; giving a faifer
overall picture.

With the speedy co-operation of the various
clubs approached, it is hoped to announce full
details shortly. See next month! i

Kart & Superkart

Peter Haywood advises that two of his drivers will
be receiving sponsorship in 1979 from the Unit
Trust people. James and Will Hoy will be running
Haywood prepared equipment in 125 and 210
classes respectively.

Inaword...

The RAC have finally resolved the results of the
100 National Championship at Clay Pigeon. Their
final decision-was that Paul Jackson, the winner on
the day, would be excluded from the results, after
tests showed that illegal fuel had been used. In
addition Lane Racing have had their entrants
licence suspended for six months and were fined
£100.

Although Lane Racing were obviously running
the Jackson equipment on the day, the entrant as
stated in the programme was in fact the driver. On
this basis it would seem that perhaps the bulk of
the ‘blame’ has been put rather too much on Lane
Racing.

This now means that Neil Hann of Mistrale
Racing is confirmed as the official 1979 RAC 100
National Champion.

e
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RLENKINSOP!
| MUST GO AND WHAT
SEE HOW oD HAPPENED?
BLENKINSOP GOT (-
ON IN HIS HEAT,
. =

The 7-00 rear Bridgestone tyres which have been in
use at and since Le Mans at International meet-
ings, are not to go into production until May next
year, according to the factory. This means they
probably won’t be seen on sale in England until
July. What compound or compounds will be
produced is not known. As you will read elsewhere
in this issue, Bridgestone have been changing the
colour codes of the various compounds regularly
since Le Mans, so nobody knows just what
compounds are on isssue at any onec time, or
indeed just how many compounds are now in use.

On the sponsorship subject, Hermetite are to
continue their involvement with Martin Hines and
Paul Elmore next year. With the company’s
pulil-out of car sponsorship comes the news that a
third member may be added to the team. Who it
will be is not known at present.

BY BARRY FOLEY




DICKSON

karting supplies

Northern & Scottish
Distributors

forthe new

TKM MOTORS
7. AND SPARES .Jf*
EX STOCK

TKM FF 99 Standard 3 Port Less Carb & Ign. £150
TKMFF99TT £170
TKM FF99 TT Factory Selected £270
TKM FF 99 TT Factory Selected Super Modified

Run-inand Tested. Complete with Carb & Ign. £450

\

. Williams 1st Rowrah
M. Ballantyne 2nd Rowrah
D. White 1st Larkhall
I. Williams 1st Felton

Trade Enquires
Welcome

All prices + VAT

Northern Distributor For Goodyear Tyres
IN STOCK

Suits Tyres
Helmets Tubes
Boots Wheels
Gloves Hubs

T Shirts Valves

Motoplat Holders
Motoplat Pullers
Sprocket Pullers
Gudgeon Pin Extractors
T Bars 6m, 8m

Tillotson Carbs
Tillotson Spares

All Class One Spares

Please Note Our New Address
and Telephone Number

HEXHAM ROAD THROCKLEY NEWCASTLE

Kart & Superkart

Y CLUB SCENE IR

100 JUNIOR NATIONAL

Dave Evans took pole after two fine heat perfor-
mances with Tony Ripacandida on 2, but it was
the latter who got the jump and led into Stadium
bend. End of lap one and Evans came through at
the back of the field, having suffered some misde-
meanour round the back, and try as he did, there
was no way of making up the leeway on the
leaders. Meanwhile Ripacandida was putting
together a smooth consistent drive and led all the
way, with John Herbert back a few yards. These
two crossed the line with a similar gap to Gary Till
in third.

I TonyRipacandida  Zip/DAP
2 John Herbert Kestrel/Parilla
3 GaryTill Sprint/TKM

100 NATIONAL ‘A’

Mark Treadwell has been doing a lot of winning
lately and two fine heat wins meant that the
opposition was going to have to work hard to stop
another. Gary Prior was second in both heats, and
looked like the only one who might trouble
Treadwell. In fact, he made the best of the start
and slid into Stadium in front of the Dartford
Karting sponsored driver. That was as far as it
went though, as a tap from Treadwell sent the
unfortunate Prior spinning straight off. He re-
started quickly, and his drive back through the
pack was superb until something ‘locked up’ with
afewlapstogo.

Treadwell carried on and soon opened up a
sizeable 50 yd lead over the rest, to add to his
rapidly increasinglist of wins. Lee Crane came out
best of the rest by holding off the challenge of Tim
Davey.

I Mark Treadwell Zip/Parilla

2 LeeCrane Kestrel/Parilla

3 Tim Davey Lane/Parilla
100 INTERNATIONAL

The last race, and as the light rapidly faded, it was
hoped that this field of 18 would not need its usual
number of rolling laps. As it happened, they
didn’t, with Paul Knapfield getting a flyer, from
pole-man John Gravett. But Gravett was soon
back in front, diving inside after half a lap.
Another of the day’s all-the-way winners (almost!)
was on his way, leaving Knapfield to fend off the
advances of the rapidly moving Rapid Movements
man, Roger White. This he did and took another
second place, from White, while further back,
Martin Homewood, Mick Worth and Jackie
Brown fought a race long battle — ending in that
order.

1 John Gravett Zip/TKM
2 Paul Knapfield Sprint/Sirio
3 Roger White Sprint/Sirio

Another year of fine racing concluded at Rye,
with the promise of big things in 1979 — not the
least being the Annual Dinner and Dance on 20
January!

Inaword. ..

The Clay Pigeon Kart Club reports that their
£6,500 resurfacing job is now fully paid off, and
that the club is looking to extend the track in the
near future. The extension is hoped to include a
loop to provide a fast circuit to attract the 250cc
karts.

News of a new track up north. The Buxton KC tell
us thata 1,050 metre track is about to be opened at
Bryn, near Ashton-on-Makerfield. Due to the
nature of the site, the 3 Sisters circuit, as it is
known, is to be solely used for karting for the first
18 months. We look forward to more details from
the Club.

HAVE oL BUER GIVEN AMY
THOUGHT T GOMG: STOLK-CA

RACING 7

e Red Arrow
® Ambassador
e Corniche

® Mustang

JnrNat,100 Natand Int
125,210and 250

This superb range of quality racing karts are fully assembled with

cGOFF KARTSe

tyres and tubes.

Roger Goff — Mustang/Yamaha RAC
Champion

125 International

Roger Goff — Mustang/Kawasaki Lap Record Cadwell (L & S)
Donington and Shenington

Zip, Dap, TKM, Parilla, Manx, Yamaha,
McCulloch, Kawasaki, Aspes, Suzuki and
Bultaco

New engines and spares available now

Try our engine tuning and repair service

Main Agents for

5 Pear  Tree View
Eilstow, Bedford
Telephone: Bedford 66549

Anglia Agent: F. Elderfield. Telephone:Norwich 55317
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W CLUB SCENE S |

Mark Treadwell built up an International kart and gave a great account of himself. Here leading heat 2

Srom John Gravetr (8) and Mick Worth (20), Mark led the final before an over anxious Ricky Grice put

him out.

continued. ..

from a fast moving Ricky Grice, with Gravett and
Fullerton back a little. Terry disposed of Gravett,
who retired soon after, and closed in on the leading
pair, who were involved in a great scrap. Ricky
was probing and diving everywhere, trying to get
through, and made a big attempt on pit corner. It
didn’t work and the resultant collision let Fuller-
ton through for an easy win, with Treadwell’s
retirement (bent pedals), leaving Grice to take
second.

Ist Terry Fullerton

2nd Ricky Grice

3rd Roy Mailer

Zip DAP
Lane Parilla
Sprint Parilla

210 NATIONAL

Jim Paffett won both heats and the final, having
only recently come up from the Novices. Roy and
Derrick Randell had good heat positions but were
both forced to retire, while Kevin Jones was also
very consistent with a second and third place. The
final was led from the start by Paffett who was
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being closely followed by the Randells and Jones.
Paffett, however, held on to the bitter end to beat
Derrick Randell into second place with Roy
Randell third.

Ist Jim Paffett Barlotti 9E
2nd Derrick Randell  Barlotti 9E
3rd Roy Randell Barlotti9E
4th Kevin Jones Barlotti 9E

100 NATIONAL

This, the most competitive group, had four separ-
ate heat winners in Mark Treadwell, John Adol-
pho, Tim Davey and Mark Handley, with Tread-
well’s consistent second heat earning him pole for
the final. Leo Crane had two good seconds,
claiming the No. 2 spot. With the big fields there
were other fine performances worthy of mention
from John Aitkenhead, Roger Moth, Gary Prior
and Adrian Fuller. At the start of the final,
Treadwell moved straight into the lead with
Crane, Prior and Handley right up each other’s
‘Vevey’s’! Gary Prior, in fact, rapidly moved up
and moved inside leader Treadwell. However, it
was short-lived, and Treadwell was soon past

again, opening up a comfortable lead. The run-
ner-up positions were constantly changing, but at
the finish Handley took second with Crane passing
Prior for third.

Ist Mark Treadwell

2nd Mark Handley

3rd Leo Crane

4th Gary Prior

5th Roger Moth

Zip Parilla
Mamba Parilla
Kestrel Parilla
Zip Parilla
Romoth Hewland

100 NATIONAL NOVICES
Jim Knowles won both heats, driving very confi-
dently, but was forced to retire in the final —
unlucky! P. Gallivan won from Clive Mallinson.
Ist P. Gallivan Birel Parilla
2nd Clive Mallinson ~ Lane Komet

Report: Tony Boyce
Pix: Denis Callingham

Rye House
Turkey Trot

The Hoddesdon Club’s annual ‘Turkey Trot’
Christmas meeting was run on 3 December, with
the usual birds at stake in each class. Unfortuna-
tely the day was one of those misty damp ones,
with no drying wind, so in consequence the track
stayed wet all day. Even though the finals were
started mid-afternoon, the evening closed in very

‘quickly, and the latter finals were run in very

gloomy, cold conditions.

With the slippery conditions most of the finals
were tame in comparison with recent Rye House
meetings, and in many cases they soon sorted
themselves out into a steady procession.

100 NATIONAL NOVICES

Ten entries, with the general standard being very
good for this class. However Martin Moore was
too good and opened up a large gap over G.
Townsend, who in turn had quite a lead over the
rest.

1 Martin Moore
2 G.Townsend

Zip/Parilla
Sprint/T70

100 JUNIOR BRITAIN

Another fine end-to-end drive, this time from
Andrew Bundy. At the end of the reduced 8 lap
final, he had a comfortable lead over Stephen
Brogan, who had got the best of John Bundy.

1 Andrew Bundy Barlotti/Manx
2 Stephen Brogan Zip/Parilla
3 John Bundy Barlotti/Manx

100 NATIONAL ‘B’

All around Stadium safely (unusual) and what
looked like another quiet race. However a multiple
‘coming together’ at the hairpin in the latter stages
saw Terry Harris sneak through to take the win.
Jason Thirley came back to take second ahead of
Gary Brogan.

1 Terry Harris Zip/Parilla
2 Jason Thirley Zip/Arrow
3 GaryBrogan Zip/Parilla

Kart & Superkart

continued. ..

New RAC
Regulations

The RAC have recently sent a letter to the
karting trade, and other interested par-
ties, outlining the rule changes for 1979
that affect karts and classes. There are
some obviously good and benefical
changes — especially as regards the addi-
tion of more engines to some classes.
However other changes have already
created a furore within the kart trade and
obvious concern amongst competitors
that are affected.

There is a general statement on noise, then
individual class regulation changes, and of course,
as controversial as ever, THE tyre list. The
following should outline the changes, and how
they may affect you.

@ Silencing: Along with the general attempt to
quieten motor sport, and pacify the environmen-
talists, the Kart Committee propose to fall into
line with the RAC general regulations on this. The
actual noise limit is apparently in effect the same —
instead of 90db measured 10 metres away, it is now
85db at a distance of 16 metres. However, there is
no mention of tolerances. At International level
there is a 3db tolerAnce, and in practice this
appears necessary, as the ‘RAC approved’
exhausts often give readings up to 93db, some-
times over.

CLASSREGULATION CHANGES
( All taking effect from I Jan, 1979)

100 BRITAIN & JUNIOR BRITAIN:

@® Price limit on basic engine (with standard
ignition and carb.) goes up from £140 to £165.

@ You’re allowed to spend the extra £45 on
transistorised ignition if you want to.

@ New engines added to the list from Hewland
Arrow and TKM.

@ Noslide-type Tillotson carbs.

100 NATIONAL:

@ Price limit on basic engine (less ignition and
carb.) goes up from £170 to £185.

@® No ‘slide’ Tillotsons.

@ No new engines on the list.

100 INTERNATIONAL:
@ Nochanges to engine rules,

125 NATIONAL:

@® New engines; Harley Davidson SS125 and
SXT!25and Honda CR models.

@ Fifteen litre petrol tanks allowed.

210 NATIONAL:
@ No changes to engine rules.

250 NATIONAL:

@ New engines; Harley Davidson $$250, SST250
and SX250.

@ Number plates change to white with black
numerals.

250 INTERNATIONAL:

@ No suspension now allowable on kart circuits.
@ Norestrictors now needed.

@ Sizes of grids are to be reduced by 25%.

WINGS AND THINGS:

No great changes — maximum height (including
end plates) S0cm, with the end plates having a
4mm beading and curved corners of at least 2mm
radius. The kart must, at its widest point, be Sem
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wider each side than the wing.

In most cases, the changes seem quite reason-
able - basic tidying up, and price increases that
rising costs could possibly justify. But our
‘economy’ classes ~ 100 Britain and Junior Britain
— appear to be taking a hammering. We all know
that motoplat ignition is a must on a competitive
engine, so the inclusion of this puts our competi-
tive basic (untuned) Britain engine up from £140
to £210. Combine this with the news on tyres (see

later) and it appears that our ‘economy’ class
drivers are in for a bit of expense.

And now! Ladies and Gentlemen — the tyre lists.
What can we say? The reaction within the kart
trade appears to be one of horror, with words like
monopoly and fair trade flying about. Of more
concern to you, the competitors, is that not a scrap
of notice seems to have been taken of your
opinions — expressed during the RAC Open Day!
The two lists and regulations follow:

List A: Applies to 100 Britain and Junior Britain classes. Maximum price, slicks £10, cut rain tyres £12.

11x3.50-5
11x4.50-5

Carlisle
Carlisle

code TK
code TK

List B: Applies to 100, 125, 210, and 250 National at ALL meetings, plus 100 and 250 International at
restricted events on KART tracks (as opposed to long circuits).

Maximum price, slicks £14, cut rain tyres £16.

List A plus;
Carlisle 11x6.00-5
Continental 10x3.50-5
Continental 10x6.00-5
Goodyear US.A. 11x35-5
Goodyear U.S.A. 11x450-5
Goodyear U.S.A. 11x600-5
Goodyear Germany 11x350-5
Goodyear Germany 11x450-5
Goodyear Germany 11x600-5

@ As from | January, 1979 all tyres on the lists must be identical in specification to the samples
homologated. At all 1979 RAC Championships, and effective 1 June, 1979 at all other events, the tyres

must also bear the code mark shown in the lists.

@ The firms entrusted with the responsibility to apply the indelible code mark will have to contractually
agree to abide by the RAC rules and regulations, and to never code mark a tyre known not to be in
conformity with the homologated sample. Special marking tools will be available at approximately £5
each and these have already been tested for suitability. It may also be necessary for marks to be added
using a special paint developed for easy identification yet which cannot be faked. The RAC Appointed
Kart Tyre Distributor will have to have premises in the UK and comply with the 1978 rule CC7

concerning number of retail outlets and discounts.

@ The maximum retail price charged will be in accordance with the rule already published as effective 1

October, 1978, given below:

The tyre must be available for collection by the retail customer at the RAC Appointed Tyre
Distributor’s premises at a price not exceeding the limit. The price will include all forms of freight to the
Agent, but reasonable delivery charges and packing from the Agent to a retail outlet may be added.
VAT is extra and possession of a bill of sale for the tyres is advised as it may well assist at scrutineering
should there be any dispute. It is emphasised that tyres must be freely available on the open market in the
UK and as single units so that customers are not forced to buy either complete sets or other equipment in

order to purchase a particular tyre.

® Rain tyres to be cut versions of those homologated and the same lists apply to the various classes,

categories and types of events.

Where do you start? As you can well imagine, a
lot of people are not too happy! Some points
spring immediately to mind.

The Britain classes; which have run quite hap-
pily on mainly Goodyears and Carlisles are
plunged into more unnecessary change and
expense. When did you last see one of these karts
with Carlisle rear tyres? The few Britain drivers
I've spoken to, insist that handling can be almost
dangerously bad with them on.

What about ‘four inch’ tyres? This class has
many karts running the 11 x 3.50-4 tyres on the
smaller wheels. Are these to be thrown away
overnight also, and new 5in wheels bought?

Why do all this to a class that has been growing
and racing quite happily — a great number of
competitors seem set to have to get rid of perfectly
good tyres OVERNIGHT (remember it all starts |
January 197911).

The National classes have got basically what
they have been asking for. Obviously importers of
makes that have been dropped will be upset, but a
Goodyear/Carlisle/Continental setup has been
sought by a lot of competitors and clubs. Again,
though, what about all the 100 National karts
running 4in wheels?

Along with a suitable restriction on cost for
National Classes, the clubs and competitors felt
that the International 100 and 250 classes should
be left open at all levels. But no. The aspiring 100
International driver still needs 2 ranges of tyres —
one for club level racing, the other for National
and International events. That’s not all either.

You and I both know that the ‘new generation’
tyres need a new style of chassis, which most
manufacturers have now started to evolve. So our
man really needs two chassis as well, because we
know that ‘old generation’ tyres on a ‘new gene-
ration’ chassis just don’t work, and can in fact be
lethal — and this applies to our 250 International
man as well!!

The works-assisted people can afford two
frames, but can YOU?

The ‘codes’ ~ TK For Talko, PH for Phil Hilton
(but what about JB?) —are obviously an attempt to
stamp out the production of special compounds
within an accepted size and brand (eg. the Dunlop
‘specials’ that won the 78 RAC 100 National
Championship). This is where the monopoly etc.
words are being bandied about, but the trade
aside, the practical aspects of the rule would seem
to be troublesome. If you buy some tyres — from
anywhere — that, whilst being quite normal and
acceptable, don’t bear the appropriate ‘code’,
whose responsibility is it to check or arrange
stamping of them, if at all, and at whose expense?

If nothing else, would it not have been a good
idea to delay the introduction of the regulations,
allowing those with current tyres to wear them
out, rather than have to throw them away?

Comment could go on ad infinitum (and some
people have!), but if you feel strongly about it and
have a solution, write to our correspondence
column. Club’s are writing to the RAC — you can
too, if you wish. Surely the RAC can be made to
see the majority point of view!




The winning combination— Mickey Allen and Paul Deavin prepare the Sprint/Sirio.

Mickeys Hong Kong

Once again Mickey Allen ends the year on a winning note by leading the final
International event of 1978 from flag to flag. Fullerton makes a charge, but is halted by
engine problems. Zoserl and de Bruin come steadily through for second and third.

If Mickey Allen didn’t finish a race all year he could still
probably go out to Hong Kong and be confident of collecting
the HK$25,000 prize money! It seems that fate will always
look kindly upon him there, and this year was no exception.
Not that the win could be described as ‘lucky’ at all — fastest
time, threg consistent heats, pole position, and a flag-to-flag
win is nothing if not convincing, and full credit must go to
Mickey and Paul Deavin, for a fine result. The foreign entry
for the 12th Hong Kong International Kart Grand Prix was
bigger and better than ever — surprising really when they have
‘phased out’ travel subsidies, and in view of the competition
afforded by the other Asian event, in Japan._

Despite rumours that the Urban Council were re-sealing the
Victoria Park area, nothing had been done, so a further year’s wear
and tear meant a rather bumpy circuit, with the curse of small
stones spread around much of the track layout. The Hong Kong
Kart Club is never lacking in enthusiasm though, and where the
track may now be lacking, the organisation and hospitality of the
Club probably contribute greatly to the increasing overseas entry.
For years now the Club has been pleading with the people that
matter for their own land on which to build a permanent track, but
with Hong Kong’s chronip shortage of land, it has so far been a
fruitless mission. Money 1S 10 problem — as can be seen by the
amount of sponsorship they are annually able to raise for their one
race.
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Back to Victoria Park. Due to the temporary nature of the track,
practice is minimal, and Europeans racing there for the first time
soon realise that it is necessary to arrive in Hong Kong knowing
what engine, chassis etc, are most probably the best. There is no
time for the customary lengthy testing. The meeting begins on
Thursday with 2} hours unofficial practice, with a further three
hours official practice on Friday before the time trials. Qualifying
heats are run on Saturday, with the 30 lap final on Sunday, amidst
other supporting races.

Thursday’s unofficial practice is minimal in benefit, as it takes
most of this time for a year’s accumulation of dust to be swept aside
by the karts. Each kart is followed round by a cloud of enveloping
dust —a little unpleasant, but everyone practices in it, as three hours
the next day is hardly enough. One or two miss out — freight delays
on equipment being the usual reason! The Deavinson team suffered
this once again, and Mickey was forced to borrow a kart from
Albert Poon in order to do some exploratory laps. Toni Zoserl was
short of an engine or two, but thankfully everybody’s gear arrived
by Friday morning, in time for official practice.

As mentioned, the entry was better than ever. Mickey Allen,
Terry Fullerton and Toni Zéserl are now almost regular HK
entries, but there were four more Europeans making a first
appearance. From Switzerland, Beat Jans arrived with Swiss
Hutless manufacturer Dieter Vokinger, who was entered but did
not race. Works Hutless driver, Dutchman Peter de Bruin, had
combined the trip with his honeymoon, and in fact had been in
Hong Kong for two weeks —acclimatising!

Kart & Superkart

I CLUB SCENE B

Fireworks at Rye

The 5 November meeting at Hoddesdon was
sponsored by Rye House Promotions, and consi-
dering the time of year, some very good quality
fields eventuated. With winter coming on, and the
nights coming earlier and earlier, a two-heat, one
final system was adopted in all six classes, with no
adverse comment, or effect.

100 NATIONAL NOVICE

Nineteen keen novices, and Martin Moore was the
early leader in the final, but had a small “off”,
letting Barry Bonner and Bob Humphries
through. Just over half distance and Bonner
seemed in difficulty as he slipped back, letting Bob
Humpbhries in to a lead he was not to lose. Martin
Moore came back well to take a good second, and
Andy Welton moved past Bonner for third at the
flag.

Ist Bob Humphries  Sprint/K88
2nd Martin Moore Zip/SS20
3rd~  Andy Walton Sprint/K88

100 JUNIOR BRITAIN

Only sgven entries, but a very good final, fought all
the way to the flag by three very controlled young
drivers. Stephen Brogan it was, who withstood the
pressure from David Chitty for most of the race.
After a slow start, Lee Cranmer came through to
third very early on, closing on the leading duo all
the time. On the last lap a late braking dive saw
him move into second place, but it was too late to
doanything about Stephen Brogan.

Ist Stephen Brogan  Zip/Parilla TG14L

2nd Lee Cranmer Kestrel/Parilla
TGl4L

3rd David Chitty Zip/Parilla TG14L

100 NATIONAL ‘B’
A full field of twenty seven faced the starter, and
Steve Bridgeman was soon into a lead he was not
to lose. Behind him, John Adolpho led the pair of
Simon Wilson and Mike McGing, who were to
fight tooth and nail for the whole distance. Just
over half distance, and Adolpho fell back into the
clutches of the third and fourth duo, seemingly
suffering from fuel starvation. Wilson and
McGing gobbled him up and carried on their duel
asleader Bridgeman pulled away to an easy win.

Ist Steve Bridgeman  Sprint/TKM

2nd Simon Wilson Sprint/SS20

3rd Mike McGing MIM/Arrow

JUNIOR NATIONAL

Simon Sutton dominated the dozen drivers in the
first heat, but in the second, went straight off
coming out of the chicane, damaging his chassis
against the fence. He was unable to come out for

the final, so after two consistent heats, Derek
Higgins had pole, alongside Martin Penny, second
heat winner. John Herbert and Tony Ripacandida
made up the second row.

An action packed final, with Penny getting the
Jjump and leading Higgins, Herbert, Ripacandida
and Gary Till, in close formation, Lap five, and
Ripacandida nudged Herbert into a spin at Sta-
dium bend, the ensuing avoidance letting Penny
and Higgins pull out a small gap. This was very
short lived, as the two leaders collided at the
hairpin. Higgins was fortunate to keep moving,
but the unlucky Martin Penny spun to a halt and
resumed well down. This left Tony Ripacandida
under close pressure from Gary Till, with Higgins
straining to close up again. Lap 13, and he is on
Till’s bumper and through. Fourteenth and last
lap, and with a superb drive under Ripacandida,
takes the lead, and the flag. A superb, if battle-
scarred win.

Ist Derek Higgins. Zip/Arrow

2nd Tony Ripacandida Zip/Dap

3rd Gary Till Sprint/TKM

100 NATIONAL “A°
Another full field of twenty seven, and from the
outside, Wayne Homer beat pole man Steve Davis
away, with John Aitkenhead slotting into third.
Into the chicane, and Davis slipped inside Homer
to lead the field through lap one. As the next few
laps went by, Davis struggled more and more with
a front tyre causing problems around the sweeping
Stadium bend, and with Homer probing at every
chance, it was no surprise to see him forced wide
on lap ten. However Davis wasn't giving up and
hung on grimly to Homer, and as Aitkenhead
closed on the duo with one lap to go, another tight
finish was on. It all happened at the chicane, with
Davis trying to repeat his first lap move — without
success! As Davis climbed skyward over the
unfortunate Homer, a surprised John Aitkenhead
swept through for the win, with Davis ‘landing’ for
second. Doug Gough moved into third, as a
distressed Homer sat facing the wrong way at the
chicane.

Ist John Aitkenhead Zip/SS20

2nd Steve Davis Zip/Zip48

3rd Doug Gough Zip/SS§20

100 INTERNATIONAL

As usual, this was built up to be the feature of the
day’s racing, and with quite an impressive line up
of ‘guns’, that is exactly what it turned out to be.
From pole, Doug Spencer took the first heat, while
from the ruck behind, Paul Knapfield — having an
‘on’ day - emerged to take second from Martin
Homewood. Mickey Allen and Paul Jackson were

both moving rapidly, but were both delayed in
‘incidents’! These two fought out heat two, with
Jackson nudging Simon Wright into a spin, and
then finding himself ‘moved aside’ by Mickey and
having to be content with second, ahead of a
closing Knapfield.

The final looked promising, with Knapfield on
pole inside Allen, and seemingly just as quick in
the heats as the Green Man Champion. Row two
was the consistent Spencer and Homewood, with
Jackson lurking ominously on row three alongside
Mark Windle, another consistent heat performer.

The first start was judged incorrect by the
starter, so they re-formed, and on the re-start
Mickey Allen got the jump. Paul Knapfield tried
desperately to stay with him into Stadium, but
overdid it (was he pushed?) — instant pande-
monium! Karts everywhere. Mickey was clear, but
as the red flag brought the survivors to a halt, the
damage to the rest of the field could be seen. The
‘second row’ of Spencer and Homewood were
tangled against the fence, with Homewood’s kart
minus a wheel. Paul Jackson, after heavy contact
with the fence, had taken a big knock on the arm
and his brand new Sprint chassis was looking very
crumpled. Stuart Ashwell was unable to avoid the
melee, and had gone over the top and rolled into
the fence, but fortunately seemed only winded and
dazed. Amidst it all, Knapfield’s kart had come
out remarkably lightly damaged, so he took his
place on the grid for the re-run. Homewood,
Jackson and Ashwell were obviously out, but
Spencer was to join the rear of the grid, his kart
obviously not 100 per cent.

After this sort of incident, feelings often run a
little high, and as the grid formed, a loud and
unsightly argument took place between the Clerk
of the Course and the mechanic of one of the front
row drivers, and as a result, the COC’s decision to
move the front two to the back of the grid was
reversed. One could see the two drivers’ point, but
there are ways of making the point acceptably.

However, there it ended, and this time the start
was clean, with Knapfield into Stadium bend
ahead of Allen, and even at the end of lap one,
these two were away on their own, with Simon
Wright and Dave Coyne, after a good start,
leading the rest. Lap after lap Mickey pushed
Knapfield, the two making contact on several
occasions. On lap eight, just when it seemed as
though Paul had his measure, Mickey made a big
dive into the hairpin, and despite all his efforts,
Paul Knapfield was unable to get back. Further
back, Dave Coyne moved into third before stop-
ping dramatically at the hairpin, presumably with
engine problems. This left Simon Wright to take
third from John Gravett, and Jackie Brown, now
senior, who had suffered from various maladies
for most of the day.

1st Mickey Allen Sprint/Sirio
2nd”  Paul Knapfield Sprint/Sirio
3rd Simon Wright Sprint/TKM

Sunday 12 November, saw 120 drivers attend the
London Kart Club’s monthly race meeting at
Tilbury. A far larger grid of Internationals were
racing, obviously attracted by the £50 cash prize
donated by Dartford Karting.

JUNIOR BRITAIN

Kevin Warner drove superbly to win both heats
and the final. Robert Childs and Dave Chitty each
had a second place with Stephen Brogan also
having consistent heat results. The final was led
from start to finish by Warner with Brogan taking

second from Chitty.
Ist Kevin Warner Eagle Parilla
2nd Stephen Brogan  Zip Parilla
3rd Dave Chitty Zip Parilla
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Autumn Tilbury

JUNIOR NATIONAL
Dave Evans and Gary Till each won a heat in this
group, with John Herbert, Andrew Stapley and
Chris Nicholas filling the minor places. The final
was led from pole position by Dave Evans with
Gary Till tucked in behind. For the entire twelve
laps Gary tried everything he knew to pass Dave,
but at the flag Dave won by the narrowest of
margins with John Herbert finishing in third place.

Ist Dave Evans Zip Hewland

2nd Gary Till Sprint TKM

3rd John Herbert Kestrel Parilla

100 INTERNATIONAL
Very pleasing to see Terry Fullerton making an
appearance at this meeting — we don’t see him
often enough. Terry took the first heat fairly
easily, but the -second was won by Dartford
Karting’s Mark Treadwell, making a rare appear-
ance in International racing (maybe Jim from
Dartford’s wanted a chance of getting his £50
back!!! Ed.).

However, pole for the final was taken by John
Gravett, with two consistent second places in the
heats. Treadwell made a fine start to lead the final
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PEIER
HAYWOOD
D

MAIN AGENTS FOR
SPRINT AND ZIP KARTS

Most Other Makes Supplied

DISTRIBUTORS FOR

The fabulous

TKM 100cc KART ENGINE

|\

Trade, Export and Retail
enquiries invited for
immediate delivery of this
excellent motor.

TKM FF99 Standard 3 port motorless carband ign. .« ....o.oowvieaenionian, .£150
TKM FF99 sport with motoplat, Carb, eXhaust €t¢ « .. .vvviviiinennsnoe.n.. £165
TKM FF99 TT 3 portless carband ign .. .o veeeiniieioeiiiiiiiin.nn .£170
TKM FF99 7T Factory Selected 3 portless carband ign . ......ooveiiioo. ... £270
TKM FF99 Factory Selected. Super, 3 port modified run-in and tested, complete with
For: 1 {0 X1 e I T | OIS sy - A ......£450
Simon Wright modified TKMs

TKM FF99 tully modified with 27mm FHL TT carb and transistorised ign. . . . , .. . £336
TKM FF99 (factory selected) fully modified with 29mm RHL TT carb and transistor-
ised IgNItion (teaMS rePlICAS). . ..o vuvvys v vr e s e s e st aia e s iaannses o onisrsnn £436
Run-inand track tested forall eNgINeS .. v v vvvvinuvennniimeiiaremasnenioiiiii £25
All prices + VAT

Simon Wright prepared motors forany make
and class are ultra-fast and reliable.

Ring Simon for more details
Tuning/Servicing/Repairing to the highest
International standards.

. Stockist of
Comprehensive " SHELL
Racing Lubricants
range of Kart ,
Spares and Accessories always in stock whether it be
tyres, rims, oil, plugs, racing boots, leathers, engine
spares, helmets, trolleys, stands, axles, brakes, etc.

PETER HAYWOOD LTD T Telex81613 R. SWANNG

51 Ermine Street (Near ‘'Coach and Horses'’) Huntingdon, Cambs. Tel: Huntingdon (0480) 53492

210 National Specialists
Join the front runnersin 1979 with a PH tuned

motor:ring Peter Haywood for a quote on your
210.

Large range of 210 spares and accessories
available including MOTIV exhaust systems
OMEGA pistons, UPTON barrel kits,
crankshafts, motoplat set etc.

We have a wide choice of used equipment available,
Karts and engines —all prepared to our exacting
standards for most classes.

We shall be opening until 8.00pm Thursday evenings
from January 4.
(closed all day Wednesday)

COD/Mail order/Securicor/Export. HP Available on
New and Used equipment. Schools Karting Assns.
Supplied.

AT YOUR
SERVICE

24 HOURS
EVERY DAY
THANKS TO

Ansafone
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France was represented for the first time, with Marc Calvayrac
and top young lady-driver Cathy Muller both running Squale
karts. From Hawaii, Harry Ward’s two boys, Michael and
Douglas, were entered on Sirio equipment.

Japan had a sixteen-strong team, all their regular front runners
included, except Sugayama, and other Asian entries came from the
Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore and of course Hong
Kong.

Dunlop were out in force, with up to eight different compounds
in 7in and 8in rear widths. A ttention was focused on Mickey Allen,
and he spent most of practice trying varying sets. Odd sets were
given to other drivers who requested them, but some people did not
even know what they were getting, as the Dunlop technicians
scrubbed off the identifying markings!

Bridgestone did not send technicians to the meeting, but chose to
send tyres through their Hong Kong agent. The compounds that
were sent were selected on the results of tests carried out in England
by Terry Fullerton and Austria by Toni Zoserl three weeks earlier.
Only one type of 7.00 rear, marked green (but certainly not the
same as the Le Mans green!), was available, but there were both
green and blue ‘3.60° fronts, though they did look wider than
normal.

Mickey Allen put up the fastest time of 41-86 with the aid of some
‘qualifying’ Dunlops — their construction and compound was such
that his second lap was 1} seconds quicker than the first.
Three-tenths behind was Fullerton, using a set of carefully
preserved ex Le Mans qualifiers on the front, but having to use
‘race’ rears, as the Le Mans qualifying rears were too far gone.
Third quickest, and a surprise, was Doug Ward, a further
three-tenths down, on 42:47. The next three tied on time, 42-64, so
the second lap decided it with Masaru Noda coming out ahead of
Zoserl and Michael Ward.

Zoserl was not too happy with his time — virtually everybody’s
second lap was their quickest, except Zoserl. Whether he had
‘fluffed’ the second lap, or whether his tyres had gone off too
quickly was uncertain.

1  Mickey Allen GB 41-86
2 Terry Fullerton GB 4219
3 DougWard USA 42:47
4 MasaruNoda Japan 42-64
5 ToniZoserl Austria 42-64
6 Michael Ward USA 42-64
7 Peter de Bruin Neth 42:67
8 Fumio Masuda Japan 42:72
9 BeatJans Switz 42:76
10 Yoshihiko Lee Japan 4291

Saturday morning’s heats consisted of a repercharge system, the
best fifteen joining the fastest 45 qualifiers for the six main heats in
the afternoon.

The first heat looked like being a crucial one with Allen and
Zoser] meeting Fullerton. Fullerton made a superb start to lead
Allen and Z6serl, but the Austrian suddenly fell back with apparent
throttle problems. He struggled on, but finished well down, which is
more than Michael Ward was able to do, as he was forced out after
only two laps.

Meanwhile the two leaders were nose to tail, but on lap four they
came up to lap a struggling back marker. Fullerton sneaked
through and as Mickey tried to follow through the same gap there
was a ‘coming together’” — the Deavinson man having to restart and
work his way up to fourth before the final flag. This left Fullerton a
comfortable winner — using this heat to test a set of Dunlop tyres —
with Beat Jans just getting the best of Aguri Suzuki.

Heat two, and Marc Calvayrac put in a super drive to come
through from grid six to pip Doug Ward. Peter de Bruin was out on
lap seven, apparently with a chain off.

He made up for that in heat three, sitting on Fullerton’s bumper
until the Englishman was forced out, as a slowly deflating rear tyre
finally came off the rim. This left de Bruin to storm away and win by
the biggest margin of all the heats, leaving Lee and Michael Ward
to sort out second place.

Heat four was an easy win for Fullerton, back on Bridgestones,
in the fastest heat so far. Noda and Masuda took each other off,
leaving Michael Ward comfortably in second. Cathy Muller put in
her best effort of the meeting and moved through for third. Her
countryman, Calvayrac was also involved in the first corner fracas
thatinvolved Noda and Masuda, and finished down the ficld.
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Frenchman Marc Calvayrac had a mixed meeting, winning his first

Jheat, but then his luck ran out.

Toni Zdserl slotted in behind Mickey Allen early in heat five and
dived through soon after. Mickey wasn’t too worried about it as
with Zdserl’s bad result in heat one, the Austrian couldn’t match his
points tally as long as he, Mickey, finished the last two heats in a
reasonable placing. So Zdser] went away, beating Fullerton’s time
of the previous heat.

Final heat, and both Zéserl and de Bruin needed a good result to
get anything like a good grid for the final. From pole, Mickey led
with Zéserl and de Bruin in line behind. Lap four and Zéserl made a
decisive move — as they swept into the hairpin he braked hopelessly
late and plunged inside Allen. A crunch as they collided, and out in
front came Zoserl!

Mickey offered little resistance when de Bruin made his effort —
third place being plenty good enough to ensure the all important
pole position for the final.

When the points were added up, Mickey had indeed comfortably
taken pole position. The outside front row saw Japan’s Yoshihiko
Lee, with a seventh, second and fourth in the heats - consistency at
it’s best! Swiss, Beat Jans, was on three after a similar consistent
performance, alongside Noda. With all these consistent runs,those
who had ‘dropped’ a heat paid dearly. ZoSerl and Fullerton (despite
both winning two heats) were back on grids ten and fourteen
respectively with de Bruin on fifteen.

Zoserl was in fact one of five drivers who tied on 18 points, but
under the unique Hong Kong tie-breaking regulation, he came out
worst of all. He attempted to talk the organisers round to splitting
the tie solely on timed practice, and the grid was actually altered,
moving him up to grid six. However, a protest by Mickey Allen set
things bubbling, and finally a drivers” meeting was called to discuss
it, and in a majority vote, it was decided to revert to the original
positions. So this is how they lined up.

Best Japanese performance came from Masaru Noda who was fourth
in the time trials, started the final on grid four, and finished fourth —
consistent!
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We Wish all Karters a Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year

=
PARILLA

MOTORI

BM KARTS Superb finish excellent handling 2 Wheelbase
models available at very comparable prices.
Sparesinstock

PARILLA & BM Motors and spares off the shelf

TUNING Itis always ouraim to produce reliability with speed. A
combination of accuracy, trueness; latest specification in tuning
and carburation backed by a check-over after the first meeting.

With your driving and our engines
It's a winning ‘79 season

NEW PREMISES Still backed by our F1 Machine-shop, we
have out-grown our.corner and find it necessary to move once
again. This time not very far. As of December 1 we will be
winning from.

NEW BUCKENHAM Near Snetterton Circuit where we will
have much more room to develop.

[IomMET

LANE & ZIP

Karts to Order

USED EQUIPMENT
We have a selection of
resprayed used Karts
and rebuilt engines.
All engines sold with
new Con-rods, Main-
bearings etc. and most
with new liners.

WHILE YOU WAIT

Boring, Honing,

Crank-splitting and
other small work.

® COD SERVICE

® SECURICOR
DELIVERY

® FINANCE AVAIL-
ABLE ON NEW
AND USED
EQUIPMENT

® PART EXCHANGE
WELCOMED

YOUR MIDLAND CLASS 1
KART SPECIALISTS

Engine tuning and preparation our speciality,

Dyno testing facilities, While you wait

Crankshaft splitting, boring and honing, any
machining undertaken in our machine shop.
Spares for all engines available from our trade

counter and trade van.
All your class 1 karting needs catered for.

Agents for all Zip Kart equipment. Secondhand

karts and engines available from stock.

COD service. Trade Enquiries welcome.

* Parilla—Komet—
Sirio —TKM Engines
*Bridgestone — Dunlop
Goodyear — Carlisle Tyres
* Castrol Oils
*Tillotson Carbs
Standard and Modified
*Regina Extra Chain

Many, many more
Karting spares
available from stock

Unit 49, South Moons Moat Industrial Estate, Padgetts Lane, Redditch, Worcs, B98 ORD
Telephone: (0527) 29002
Subsidiary of M.A. Redhill Developments Ltd

GETDAP—GETRESULTS

for the finest 100cc kart engines &

St Mary’s Garage, Chapel St, New Buckenham, Norfolk

Tel: New Buckenham (095 386) 792
We can still be contacted at Hoxne 276

(home) Tivetshall 756

90A VALLEY ROAD, WORKSOP,

Kart & Superkart

Sole UK Concessionaire & Distributor

equipment

RETAIL-TRADE-EXPORT

JOHN MILLS

(KART SPECIALIST)

NOTTS,
Phone Worksop (0909) 4633
Cables ‘Jayem’ Worksop
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EXHAUSTS EXHAUSTS

Start The New 1979 Season
witha

GBRD. EXHAUST SYSTEM
Tel Worcester 29902

YAMAHA
Be a Winner with GBRD
join Steve Styrin up the Front
with a GBRD Prepared and tuned

YAMAHA

250 Tuned engines from £850
Tuning of barrel and head £80

125 Tuned Engines £555

Villiers work undertaken

contact us now for end of season
preparation and spares

Good COD service or money with order please

Railway Goods Yard Sherriff St
Worcester Tel 29902

Late night Thursdays 6-Spm

EXHAUSTS

43




continued. ..

Obviously the classes that race on the big
circuits have more to offer a Sponsor than the
short circuit classes, but as big circuit racing grows
in Media coverage it inevitably takes with it all
forms of karting, as 750cc Superbikes and For-
mula One have done for motor cycling and motor
racing respectively. However much against the
grain it may go if you are in 100cc racing, it may
not be a bad idea to take a would be Sponsor to a
big circuit meeting, as there are many Sponsors in
motor cycling and motor racing that do sponsor in
the less publicised classes, but have obviously been
drawn there by the more prestigious publicity
classes.

Finally, I would just like to point out that a
Sponsor is only going to put in as much as you are
going to give in return by being a true ambassador
for his products. Do not get despondent if your
first approaches are unsuccessful, as it took me
some 100-plus letters before I even got a chance to
talk face to face with a would-be Sponsor. If you
do take a would-be Sponsor to a big circuit
meeting and feel [ can be of any assistance to you,
please do not hesitate to come up and talk to me
(but not when we are on the grid for a race please!)
Remember if you do get a Sponsor and you feel
this column has assisted you, let us know and, even
more important, let everyone know who he is,
including the ‘local papers’, because that is just
what they are looking for to fill their sports pages.

Wishing all kart enthusiasts a prosperous and
successful 1979 Season.

You can overdo it! One good sponsor, promoted well, is a far more satisfactory situation for all people

involved.

continued. ..

MERLIN DEVELOPMENTS

We would like to take this opportunity to wish this new magazine
Kart and Superkart every success—well done!!!

We are main agents for Zip and Barlotti and carry a large range of associated spares as well as a large range of

engine spares and conversion equipment (which are our speciality) for Yamaha, Villiers and Class I.

Here are just some of the items we stock and supply

*YAMAHA %
Femsa Ignition
Femsa Backplate
Merlin Exhaust Systems

TD3 Cylinders
TD3 Heads
Special Merlin Needle Roller Clutches

Range of Engine Sprockets

Special Merlin Straight Cut Primary Gears

TZ Pistons *CLASS 1k
Rings Pistons
Rod Kits Rings
Main Bearings Gaskets
Rev Counters Drive Chain
Special Merlin Extra Long Rev Counter Cables Seals

Tillotson Spares
Tuning

% VILLIERS %
Stuffed and Machined Crankcases
Rod Assemblies
Motoplat Transistor Units
Positive Stop Gearboxes
Primary Cases
Surflex Clutch Plates (we supply the trade)
Primary Chains
Omega and Powermax Pistons & Rings
Upton Alloy Heads & Barrels
Cylinder Relinering Service
Good Second-hand Gearbox Spares

If you want your engine overhauled, resurrected or just inspected, you will find our labour rates
reasonable and our workmanship second to none. Just phone and speak to Roy Wooldridge with

any of your queries.

We stock many general items, such as oils, plugs (Motocraft and Nippondenso), wheels, tyres,
chain, sprockets, cables-in fact almost everything you will want.
Try our fast postal service whichincludes C.0.D. if required. Barclaycard accepted.

Crankshaft servicing for Yamaha, Suzuki, Class 1 and Villiers and reboring done on our premises

R/O DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND
Lower Square, Isleworth, Middlesex

Telephone: 01-5600694
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Y. Lee (Jap)
M. Noda (Jap)

F.Masuda (Jap)
Y. Sugaya (Jap)

T. Z6set] (Austria)
T. Kusakabe (Jap)

T. Fullerton (GB)
H. Hirano (Jap)

K. Tanioka (Jap)
R. Silitonga (Indo)

S. Mochizuki (Jap)
A.Turner (HK)

A. Nasution (Indo)
F.Shum (HK)

O.Fong (Mal)

M. Allen (GB)
B. Jans ( Switz)

A. Suzuki (Jap)
A.Tanada (Jap)

M. Calvayrac ( Fr)
C. Muller (Fr)

N. Fukumaru (Jap)
P. de Bruin (Neth)

1. Masaki (Jap)
D.Ward (USA)

D.Poon (HK)
K. Thomsett ( HK)

C.Kho (HK)
W. Poon (HK)

F.CamposIII ( Phil)

Sunday was cloudy, but still fairly warm and dry. After the usual
ceremonies, the race got under way, and Mickey shot into an
immediate lead.

All eyes were further down the field — would Zoserl, Fullerton, or
even de Bruin get through soon enough to be able to even think
about setting after Allen? All three were moving forwards, but it
was Fullerton who was really charging. As Zdserl moved inside a
kart approaching the hairpin, Fullerton lunged inside both, to
emerge in third place (Lee, Jans and Suzuki had all fallen back after
a tangle).

Meanwhile, Mickey Allen was motoring carefully on, extending
his lead over second man Noda, who was coming under pressure
from Fullerton. This was lap five. About this time, the performance
of the Fullerton DAP engine fell away (later diagnosed as a stone
getting in and breaking the top ring land), but it kept running, albeit
with some odd noises at high revs! After three laps of trying, he
passed Noda.

Zoserl was moving in on Noda as the race reached half distance,
with de Bruin moving up the ladder further back.

Up front, Mickey was driving an immaculate leader’s race, well
clear of Fullerton, whose engine was sounding worse. Zoserl was
soon past Noda and with half a dozen laps remaining, repassed the
Englishman into second place, but with no hope of catching leader
Mickey Allen.

-

i

e
Cowes (27

January 1979

S )

Fullerton made a determined charge up to second place in the early
laps, but a broken ring land tock the edge off his engine. It finally
stopped dead at the hairpin with a lap to go!

Allen was able to ease up and come in to record his fifth win
(there were three consecutive wins in the days when the race was for
200cc ‘twins’), and take home the HK $25,000 again. Zoserl claimed
his second successive Hong Kong runners-up cheque, but the
unfortunate Fullerton’s engine coughed and stopped with one lap
to go! This let a delighted Peter de Bruin into third, who had caught
and passed Noda in the last laps. :

When Mickey’s kart was examined after the race, a three inch
nail was found sticking straight through the tyre, with only the head
left outside. Goodness knows why it didn’t go down —it could have
been excused for doing so! Like I said, fate smiles on Mickey in
Hong Kong.

After his heat troubles, Doug Ward drove a steady race, from
grid 19, and picked his way back up to eighth at flag-fall.

The misfortunes that befell the favourites (or most of them!) in
the heats, probably contributed to a more entertaining race than
usual, when they tend to qualify at the front. The sight of Fullerton,
Zoserl and Co. having to come through a field is not often seen, and

when it is, it’s worth being there! D

Mickey Allen drives away from the field to a convincing win.
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However, the star of the day was undoubtedly Mickey Allen.
With Dunlops getting it all together, as happened last year, the
combination proved too good.

1 Mickey Allen Sprint/Sirio

2 ToniZjserl Birel/Parilla

3 Peterde Bruin Hutless/Parilla

4  MasaruNoda DAP/DAP

5 Yasutoshi Sugaya Sugaya/BM

6  Fumio Masuda Sirio/Parilla

7  Nobukiro Fukumaru DAP/Parilla

8  DougWard Sirio/Parilla

9  Yoshihiko Lee Yamaha/Parilla
10 Aguri Suzuki Birel/Parilla

BITS & PIECES
Terry Fullerton and Mickey Allen combined to score a 1-2 win in
the Crocodile International Team event, with the French pair
Calvayrac and Cathy Muller second overall, with third and sixth
place respecively.

Australasia is usually a strong supporter of the Hong Kongrace,
but this year there was no-one from Australia or New Zealand
present. Even regular contender Howard Heath had to give it a miss
—his wife was in the process of giving birth to a daughter!

An interested spectator at the event was Bert Hesketh —
apparently scheduling a holiday out that way to take in the event.

The prize giving banquet was followed by a disco and proved a
great success.

The 1979 Hong Kong Kart Grand Prix is scheduled for
November 22-25.

(LI -~ ._,. "

The winners: L to R; Toni Zioserl, Mickey Allen and Peter de Bruin -
note the ‘correct’ head gear!

—
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K. R. RACING

24 Rodway Road, Patchway, Bristol
Tel: Sodbury 318274 Day, Bristol 694496 Evening

Full Range of Villiers and Barlotti Kart
Spares and Accessories Including the
Following Offers:

Zoserl slips inside Fullerton with five laps remaining, as the Zip driver

nurses a sick engine.
AT

bilbann

@ Crankcases£13

@ Clutch Inner Covers £3

@ Gearbox Spindles £8

@® Dykes Rings+ 10, +30 Top and
Bottom S0peach, +15 Bottom 50p
each

@ Goodyear 11-600 x 5(USA) Slicks
£8.50, 11-600 x 5 Wets £11.00

@ Drive Side Oil Seals 10 for £3
Also: Barrels, Liners, Heads, Pistons

* Cash with order please *
** Remember —no VAT or Postage **

Toni Ziserl laps Beat Jans in the latter stages, but is too far back to
catch Mickey Allen.

12 Kart & Superkart

Well here we go, in this, my first attempt
at writing what, I trust, will turn out to be
a column that will, over a period of time,
assist you in your karting activities, or be
of interest in one way or another.
Although my own personal competitive
interest is in 250cc International racing, I
did spend nine years in 100cc racing,
commencing with a Clinton E 65 and
ending up on Parillas, spending my last
six years in 100cc racing on the British
Team. So my experience in the various
classes has been reasonably extensive,
and my appreciation for 100cc racing is
as strong now as ever. So, it will not be a
purely 250cc orientated column, nor will
it be governed by my commercial interests
— it will be, in fact, ‘Just Me’ as a driver,
competitor and true enthusiast, in a sport
which I feel is probably one of the most
exciting in the world of motor racing
today.

Through this, the first column, I will try and
answer one of the most frequent questions I have
been confronted with — ‘How do you get a
Sponsor?” Now this can be one of the most
difficult tasks you will ever undertake. However,
with karting now enjoying an incredible amount
of publicity in all medias, it is becoming a less
gruelling task than it has been in the past. But if
you are lucky enough to find a Sponsor, you have
then got to keep him interested and stimulate the
relationship. First of all you have to understand
things from the Sponsor’s side — he is going to be
required to inject a certain amount of his hard
earned profits into something he probably knows
very little about and has more than likely never
seen (maybe only on his yearly vacations at some
English or Continental holiday resort). This is
obviously one of the first barriers to get through —
the old 30mph seaside fun kart image. Now this is
where, at the start of your approach to a Sponsor,
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either by letter or verbally, you have to show him
the real image of the sport today. The easiest way
to do this is to get a copy of one of the excellent
articles that have been in Car & Car Conversions,
Autocar, Tit Bits, Autosport, Motoring News,
Daily Express, etc, and let him have it to read, as
trom this he will see that he can get national media
coverage, which is what he will require to justify
his outlay. Now, obviously, it is probably easier to
pick a Sponsor whose product can benefit from its
exposure in karting, i.e. like my own Sponsors,
Hermetite and Shell. Obviously there are
hundreds of various products, ranging from nuts
and bolts, to protective clothing, that come in this
category. The best chance is to approach a
company that already has some of its own compe-
titors in the field, as this will certainly make them
think really hard about it. Failing success in this
area, you then have to look at a product that is
aimed at the 12-35 age group, i.e. jean companies,
after-shave companies, and even night clubs —
anything that is aimed at a young and sporting
image.

Getting back to your approach. Assuming you
have been able to convey the image of karting
today and its obvious spectator appeal, as well as
its publicity potential for the product involved,
you have then got the task of convincing the
Sponsor concerned that you are the right person
for the job and that you will run your team with
the professionalism that will benefit his product.
Promote the product to the best of your ability.
Make no mistake, it is not something to be taken
on lightly as it will require a great deal of effort
from you, your mechanics, wife, girlfriend and
whoever else may be involved

The more professional your approach, the more
chance you’ve got. You should, at the time of
contacting the would-be Sponsor, have a plan laid
out of the things you will do to promote the team,
i.e. T-shirts, stickers, sign writing on karts, vans or
trailers, anoraks, etc. Also have a complete list of
events that you intend to compete in, with special
attention being drawn to International events and
major National events. Then, and probably one of
the most difficult things to determine, is what you
are going to ask for in the way of sponsorship. This

has to be left to ycur discretion, but the main
points to bear in mind are as follow; 1. The
Sponsor knows that ‘you get what you pay for’, so
if you ask for a very modest amount, he may well
be put off, feeling that obviously you can’t really
get a professionally run team for such an amount.
2. If you ask for too much he may well feel, the
sport not being fully recognised, that he will never
get his money’s worth. My own system has always
been to go in for a reasonably modest sum for the
first season, and prove your capabilities to the
Sponsor. You will then find he will go along with
you in the future, and you will build together an
excellent relationship which will benefit you both.

Once you have been successful in obtaining such
a Sponsor, you have then got to work on building
this friendly and trusting relationship, by inform-
ing him of your every move as far as your racing
activities are involved. Invite him to come to
practice days, meetings, etc, and remember, he
may well want to participate in circuit activities,
i.e. timing, polishing the kart, or even helping with
general mechanical duties. This will indeed stimu-
late his interest, not only in the team, but in the
sport, and after all he is paying for part of it. I am
sure in many cases the Sponsors will get more
personal reward from this than the coverage you
will hopefully get for them.

One of the most important things is that the
team looks smart, that all connected with it wear
team shirts and anoraks, and remember that
providing you do not go silly about it you can
never look too ‘flash’, as it is the teams that stand
out that obtain the coverage. Apart from this,
your new-found image will not only give the team
a feeling of pride, but will most certainly inject into
you a new standard of competitiveness that you
probably did not even realise was there. At the
same time it will certainly give you a psychological
advantage over the competition. You will then
find your competitors, even without Sponsors, will
start appearing in team livery. This will just
snowball on, and in a short period our sport
becomes a showpiece for Sponsors, which will

only be to everyone’s benefit. [
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TALASAN LTD %&. INSURED Tel:

94 Fortune Green Road BY 01-'43 59038
et TALASAN S5t
m
Insure your Kart and Karting
Equipment with the
“TALASAN KARTING POLICY”

This policy will enable you to travel the country with no worries over theft; loss or

damage to your equipment. If your equipment is parked outside a pub or a restaurant

on the way home from a meeting or overnight at a hotel then you will be worry free,
Cover is even provided in the pits against theft or damage

Rates as Follows (overseas rates on application)

Value Premium Value Premium
500 10.00 1,200 24.00
600 12.00 1,300 26.00 ,
700 14.00 1,400 28.00 Please complete the form below and
800 16.00 1,500 30.00 return to our office with the premium
900 18.00 2,000 40.00 required
1,000 20.00 3,000 60.00
1,100 22.00 4,000 80.00
5,000 100.00

Kart & Karting Equipment Proposal Form
: Underwritten by Lloyd’s

Name

Address

Equipment Please list all engines and Chassis with serial numbers, and date of purchase if possible.

Chassis i _ date of purchase e

Chassis . _ dateofpurchase _ =
Totalvaluef __

Engines - S : date of purchase =

Engines 2 . _ g date of purchase i

Engines . date of purchase 0
Total value £,

Spares and tools (list any expensive items such as spare wets & drys)
Total value £

Normal method of transit

Where & how normally stored ] -
Which Kart club do you belong to =il Age
Total sum insured for all engines, chassis & equipment £,
Signature
Date
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Stops time
instantly:

Now you can time an event or a practice session with unbeatable accuracy.

For our quartz, digital stopwatches stop time within hundredths of a second so
reliably that sports bodies all over the world use them for official time-keeping.

What’s more, they’re easy to use, far tougher than ordinary stopwatches and stylish
to look at and handle.

We’ve ten models from simple, inexpensive single eventers to sophisticated timers
that record lap times, interval times, split times and total times.

They all have failsafe indicators to give you plenty of warning when the batteries
need replacing.

And they’re distributed and serviced by Rotary watches.

So don’t waste time. Get a Cronus.

From sports shops and jewellers

For further details of the world’s Distributed and —I

from £27.50 to £99.50. finest range of quartz digital serviced by
stopwatches contact: TA
I Cronus Timing Ltd., 6/10 Kirby St., Qo_c:#\,k )’ I
I London ECIN 8TS. Tel: 01-242 0891 WATCHES
fOﬂ U’ e

SPUT SFEOND T]MING I Address

BN seeammElm
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Y -/BARLOTTI KARTS
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2 ’ IN THE MIDLANDS
FOR SUCCESS AND RELIABILITY U
L
We would like to take this opportunity T
to wish Kart & Superkart every success for the future A
European Cup 250INT 1st D.Buttigieg....W.K. Yamaha C New and secondhand karts supplied
Oulton Park 250INT 1st D.Buttigieg....W.K.Yamaha 0
Donnington ‘Race of the Year’ 250INT 3rd D.Buttigieg....W.K. Yamaha * VILLIERS* DAP* YAMAHA *PARILLA*BULTACO* KOMET* MANX

Mondello Park ‘Race of Champions’ 250INT 1st A.Bishop........ W.K. Yamaha

Butty and many other top drivers are now using W.K. motors prepared and tuned by Anthony.
We can supply and tune a complete set of barrels and heads to the same specification as used by
Dave Buttigieg and Dave George for £280 + VAT. Also as we find more power we will update our
customers motors at a reasonable cost.

Try ourcrankshaft preparation and service as used by numerous top drivers—we reckon second
to none.

Clutch conversion to caged needle bearing at £12 for exchange kit. (We are experts on all
gearbox and clutch problems).

Complete engine strip and rebuild including crankshaft check £35 + parts estimate and free
advice.

We can supply ex stock all genuine Yamaha spares at very competitive prices including motors,
rod kits £19, heads £15, barrels £70, TZ piston and ring £12.

Fully tuned and prepared W.K. motors with a choice of Amal or Mikuni carbs, latest Motiv pipes,
Femsa ignition, ready to fit into chassis £1000 + VAT.

Bultaco motorsalso tuned as used by K. Tibbs and I. Jones. Class 1 motors tuned as used by

W. George.

All prices will apply at least until the end 0f1978.
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HELMETS Griffin, Paddy Hopkirk, Phil Read, Kangol, Bell

VISORS For most makes of Helmets

BOOTS Westover, Zip Leather, Zip P.V.C.

RACEWEAR Leather suits, Zip PVC suits, D.M.A. suits, Wet suits, Gloves,
Inner Helmets, etc.

SPARES Tyres, Tubes, Wheels, Piston Rings, Chains, Plugs, Pistons,
Clutch and Gearbox Spares

FIBREGLASS Tanks, Fairings, Seats, Floor Trays

*>rr-— 23>0

X Forall your Karting Requirements ¥ In fact most of your Karting requirements can be purchased from our Trade Van at most Circuits

. . . or our Showroom at:
Any motor tuned-24 hour postal service —trade van at circuits

‘Stockist of all raceware’
Any motor supplied. Spares always available >

*=g == N

MAINAGENTS FOR

41a Oxford Street, Church Gresley,
Burton on Trent, Staffs
Burtonon Trent 214489

ZIP-BARLOTTI-DEAVINSON

25 Pembroke Street, Pembroke Dock, Dyfed SA72 6XH
Tel: Pembroke (06463) 3838/3090

Showroom Hours: Monday to Friday 9.30am —6.30pm
Saturdays 9.00am —5.00pm
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His accident in the pouring rain saw him skate off
and the kart slide under the car catch-fencing. The
wire caught Steve around the neck and he was
extremely lucky to come away with stitches in a cut
on the chin, and a good old bump on the head,

Steve’s immediate ambition in karting is the
European Championship, and he will be building
up to this in 1979. He was one of the drivers who
chose not to drive at the 1978 shambles, but there
was an additional reason for this — a legacy of the
Silverstone accident was recurring bad headaches,
and although Steve, out of respect for the Kerk-
hoven’s wishes, went out to practice, the combina-
tion of the track conditions and an oncoming
headache convinced him to stop,

Away from karting, the business takes up most
of his time, and while he obviously hopes that it
will be lucrative and successful, this doesn’t rate
higher than the health and happiness of himself
and his family. He enjoys motor bike scrambling
with his two boys aged eight and five (his two year
old daughter isn’t quite into that yet!), and will
enthusiastically watch most sports.

Although giving the appearance of being a fairly
quiet, introspective sort of person, there are stories
centred around the 1977 European Champs trip to
Denmark that make you wonder! One centres
around a ‘boat race’ in hired canoes between Gary
Deal and one S. Styrin. After a short distance,
Steve felt it necessary to board the opposition’s
craft and leapt into the water to do so. With all the
splashing and carry on, nobody noticed his canoe
drifting away, and then gradually sinking! Much
baling of water. .,

There’s another story, again involving Gary
Deal, that Steve can relate, which ends up with
Gary giving a commentary on various happenings
next door, whilst perched on the window ledge —
five storeys up!. , . Steve likes to stress that he was
only there as a mechanic, and it would never have
happened had he been driving!

This is true. Steve takes his racing very seriously,
and has a winner’s attitude. But on top of this, he
feels that in modern 250 racing some form of
sponsorship is vital in order to be competitive
regularly, and is obviously pleased with the way
things seem to be working out with Frost Asbestos
Removals, The team’s plans for 1979 have yet to
be announced officially, but in a professional way,
Frost are launching the programme with a press
conference in mid-January (sce this space next
month, folks!).

It looks as though 1979 will be another big year
for 250 ‘Superkart’ racing, and Steve Styrin's
Frost Team expect to be major contributors to its
spectacle and success. It is good to see another
outside company becoming involved, being pre-
pared to back a top driver and the sport as a whole.
We wish them well.

WHAT DOYOU
MEAN? I'VE cOT
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colours.

Steve winds up past the Donington pits, during a test day.

Another view of the Frost Zip GBRD Yamaha, immaculately turned out in the firms red, black and white

Kart & Superkart

Roger Marshall proved to be the best of the motorcycle ‘Superstars’, and came through from a bad griddraw.

October 15 looked like being a big day for
karting. Motor Cycle News, the go-ahead
bike mag, was promoting a motor cycle
‘Superstars’ competition at Donington
Park — Tom Wheatcroft's superb Midlands
circuit — with sponsorship assistance
from Strongbow Cider. An impressive
array of winners from all fields of motor
cycle sport were on hand to compete
against each other in all forms of bike
competition — and the ‘equalising’ event
was the Superkarts.

With an entry list reading: Phil Read,
Mick Grant, Roger Marshall, Ivan
Mauger, Peter Collins, Michael Lee,
Bryan Wade, Andy Roberton, Malcolm
Rathmell, Mick Andrews, Chris Baybutt,
Martin Lampkin, Don Godden, Ron Has-
lam and vyes, Eddie Kidd, a successful
event was assured, and a crowd of 40,000
was confidently expected. Apart from the
Superstars race, in 250 Superkarts loaned
by very sporting kart drivers, there was
also a feature race for the regular 250 kart
crowd - the Hermetite Race of the Year -
to wind up their year’s sport.

This then, was the backdrop for one of those few chances to bring
250 karting to a large new audience. As well, the whole event was
being recorded by ‘the Beeb’ for transmission in their Christ-
mas/New Year schedule, so everyone was praying for a smooth,
spectacular event.
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The day got off to a diabolical start, as everybody awoke to thick
fog, and then heavy rain. Thoughts of a large crowd evaporated as
people huddled in the pits, and the officials announced an indefinite
delay, until visibility became something approaching a minimum
safety distance. Two hours passed and finally the rain stopped, the
fogstarted to thin out, and practice began.

Over 70 karts were entered for the Hermetite Race of the Year,
and after a half-hour practice session for these karts, the Superstars
were allowed 15 minutes to familiarise themselves with their
allocated kart. As this practice was immediately after the karters
practice, a small problem arose with a couple of the loan karts
having mechanical problems, and some reserve karts were hastily
arranged. This problem re-appeared again, as the Superstars race
was programmed immediately after the Hermetite Race of the Year
—something to definitely rectify next time.

However, this was really the only problem, and it was soon
forgotten as the Superstars finished their practice and returned to
the pits with looks of amazement all over their faces — some in
delight, one or two in fear! To a man, they agreed that they hadn’t
really expected the karts to be guite that quick, and with the damp
track conditions they were finding it none too easy!

Mick Grant, Kawasaki works road racer, gave a pointer to the
forthcoming race, when he said that he felt the road-racers would
probably adapt best, having a knowledge of racing lines, and power
bands on high revving two strokes. He was thoroughly enjoying his
drive in the wet, and described the whole sensation as ‘fantastic’!

On the other hand, leading trials rider Martin Lampkin was
looking a little pale. With his line of work being more of a slow
speed skill, he was decidedly apprehensive about it all. The wet
practice didn’t help at all. We asked him how he felt, and his plans
for the race: “Well, it’s very much a case of being in the ‘“unknown”
for me. I could handle more or less any bike in these conditions, but
I'm not at all sure of myself in the kart. And I don’t think I’'m brave
enough to “‘jump in feet and all” - I’ll be driving to stay on the track
and finish?”

On the other hand, five times World Speedway Champion, Ivan
Mauger, was thoroughly engrossed in preparing for the kart race.
He had been able to get a handful of laps during the previous
Thursday’s practice day. The track then, had been bone dry, and he
was bubbling over with enthusiasm at the performance of the kart.
There was even talk of buying one!
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THE WORLD'S LEADING KART
”ﬂ , & COMPONENT MANUFACTURERS
Zip Kart offer sincere seasonal wishes to all our customers throughout the

world. We would also like to express our appreciation to all the drivers who
helped make 1978, Zip's most successful year:

RAC British Championships — 100cc International
RAC British Championships - 100cc Junior

RAC British Championships — 125cc

RAC British Championships — 210cc National
RAC British Championships — 2560cc International
Coppa De Jesolo — 100cc International

Grand Prix De Suisse — 100cc International
Danish Grand Prix — 250cc International
European Championship —100cc

British Kart Grand Prix — 125cc, 210cc, 250cc National 250
International

S

étéve Styrin

By now the name of Styrin was fast becoming
feared in the 210 Class, and apart from several
Yorkshire and South Yorkshire titles, Steve went
on to win two World Cup events and a British
Championship.

Over this period he used a variety of types of
equipment, using all the major brands of chassis,
with some success, at one time or another. His first
World Cup was won with the aid of a Barlotti and
an Upton prepared engine, but by the time his next
World Cup victory came along, he had forged his
friendship with the Kerkhoven’s and has used
their GBRD prepared engines ever since. On this
occasion Steve was running a Blow, but before his
next major win, the *77 British Championship
(short circuit) his tie with Zips was established,
and has held ever since.

Several things combined to make up his mind on
the switch to 250s. Steve was starting to become
dissatisfied with the 210 scene — by their very
nature the engines required constant attention to
keep on peak (being pushed far beyond their
original design capabilities), and for what? — the
Class was fast becoming the ‘poor relation’ and
nobody wanted to know about it.

The trip to the *77 European 250 meeting as Rob
Kerkhoven’s mechanic was the decider. As he
watched the event, it dawned on him that there
was nothing special about a /ot of the field — the top
runners were obviously good, but it didn’t seem as
though it would be too hard, in the right equip-
ment, to match the rest, at least.

So the decision was made, and Steve went about
setting up the equipment. If Steve provided the
basic engines (two being considered reasonable;
though he didn’t get his second until late in the
year), GBRD would prepare them for him for the
year. A Zip 250 chassis was arranged and all was

Steve Styrin has been a big name amongst the 210 crowd .,
for a long time. Just over a year ago, the decision was _ Thefirst thing he did was to take a trip over to

Morecambe and put in some laps there: ‘just to see

made to have a go at the blg bOVS, and Steve began the ‘78 if1 coud actually drive the thing! It felt like
season in a new 250 set-up. Even he must have been Concorde! From there, the year is now history.

There were ups and downs — the ‘catch-fence

surprised at the immediate success, and later in the crash’ at Silverstone could have been a lot worse —

R . _  buthe was instantly competitive. Lap records were
season the big reward came in the form of the sponsor set at Cadwell and Donington, and Steve took out

ship tie-up with Frost Asbestos. The season has ended the four round ‘Kartspeed *78" big circuit serics, as

. . . - . well as the end of season ‘Hermetite Race of the
with a fine win at Donington, and Steve and his Sponsors Year’ at Donington. Not bad for your first year!

are currently planning a team attack on the 1979 racing Steve singles out the first Donington meeting as
; : his most satisfying win — feeling that he drove well,

programme in a thoroughly professional way. This is and was able to beat all the recognised top drivers
Steve’s sto ry. comfortably. Silverstone was a disappointment.

Send 75p for new 1979 fully illustrated catalogue

ZIP the choice of champions

Stephen Edward Styrin was born in Leeds early in
1949. After a couple of years at Leeds County
Primary School, Steve found the family uplifting
its roots and emigrating to Canada. However,
Canada didn’t turn out to be to their liking, so the
family was back in Leeds a year later. Young
Styrin didn’t really enjoy school — in fact to use his
own words, he hated it — but he endured his
sentence at the local Middle and High Schools.

As a youngster, his interest in things on wheels,
notably karts, had already been aroused, and he
used to hitch hike to a small local circuit and
watch. When he was fourteen, his father bought a
‘Fastakart’, and although it was bought primarily
for Steve, it was Styrin Senior who was the first to
use it in competition! Steve had several runs in it,
but admits he found it rather frightening and
wasn’t very good at all. After a few months
however, the fear was overcome, and Steve has
been racing ever since.

Straight after leaving school, Steve went to
work in his father’s fruit machine business, but
wheels were still uppermost in his mind and his
heart was not really in the work. So after a year,
and much to his father’s disappointment, he left
\ and began work in a garage, where he served his
|

apprenticeship. Five years on, he married the ;
boss’s daughter, left, and started his own garage The Frost Asbestos directors acquired an interest in karting, and through a mutual friend, the contact was
business. made with Steve. The result is this professionally turned out equipe.
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| RETAILAND TRADE SUPPLIERS OF ALLKART RACING EQUIPMENT

One of the World’s largest stockists of Karts and Kart Racing Equipment

Bridgestone - Dunlop-Goodyear-Carlisle-Zip Karts and Acces-
sories—Sprint—Barlotti—Yamaha—-Komet-Parilla—Villiers—
Tillotson- Amal - Mikuni- Femsa— Motoplat-Lodge - Motorcraft—
NGK - Castrol-Hermetite—- Renold - Regina—Omega- Powermax
To name but a few together with a comprehensive Tuning - Engine
reconditioning —and Race preparation service

SECOND-HAND EQUIPMENT NEW EQUIPMENT
I Mirage Rolling Chassis, choice of Sprint 125 Rolling Chassis . . .. ......... 300.00
TWO .ot 110.00 Barlotti 78B C/W Bridgestones . . . ... ... 455.00
Espada Rolling Chassis (Discs) ......... 200.00  Barlotti 78B C/W Goodyears .. ......... 430.00
Star Eliminator (Discs) ................ 250.00  ZipShadow 250 C/W Bridgestones. . . . .. 460.00
Birel Manx (Immaculate) .............. 300.00  Zip Shadow 250 C/W Goodyears . ... ... 435.00
Barlotti’'K88" . ....................... 240.00  FunKarts (Built) .............. ....... 245.00
| Zip McCulloch C/W Starting All prices subject to carriage & VAT
Equipment.................. ... ... 215.00
Fun Karts, choice of two
(theideal Xmasgift) ................... 180
210 Motorcomplete ..................... 100
Manx 100 Motorcomplete................ 120
We should like to take this opportunity to wish all our customers and Karting associates a very merry
Christmas and a successful 1979
Wl Enquiries and ordersto:
David Horton Potteries Diesel Service, Mason Street, Fenton, Stoke-on-Trent
Tel.0782-45558

CARLTON
MOTORS

Britain’'s leading spares stockist for
125¢c MOTO ASPES racing engines

British Manufactured
UPTON MANX

Engines

100cc Britain Long Stroke

100cc National/International Long
and Short Stroke

THENEW125¢cc SIXSPEED FACTORY
PREPARED
RACING ENGINESALWAYSIN STOCK

‘These engines are ready to race as they are

taken from the packing case’ 125cc National and International

210cc Complete Engines and Barrel

The Aspes Engine is extremely reliable I
Conversions

and has
avery successful racing history

All Race Prepared Motors

Ask the drivers who race them

Please note our new address

FIELDHOUSE ENGINEERING LTD,
2-4 Latimer Street, Anstey,
Nr. Leicester

125cc SIXSPEED ENGINE £440.00
MOTIVE EXHAUST £45.00
PLUS VAT

Contact Peter Carter

CARLTON MOTORS
Rushmere Road
Carlton Colville

Lowestoft
Phone 05024116

Situated off A50 3 miles from Leicester and 5 miles
fromdJunction 22 on the M1 Motorway
Telephone ANSTEY (STD 053721) 2613
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Ron Haslam prepares to go out on the slick track,

continued. ..

During one of Saturday’s bike events — the grass track — he had
received a painful injury, tearing ligaments in one foot. This ruled
him out of further bike competition, but nothing was going to stop
him appearing in the kart event. So sure enough, Sunday morning
saw him hobble into the pits, foot strapped up, and squeeze
carefully into Calvin Fish’s well turned out set-up for the brief, wet
practice. How did he find it, after the dry? ‘Great — more fun than in
the dry!”” What was the biggest problem he found in getting the 250
Zip Yamaha around? ‘Ride height. Compared with anything else,
you’re so low that judging braking points, etc, is difficult. Also, the
right hander before the main straight is not as tight as the signal
board before it suggests — and it’s not possible to see around the
corner from the kart — takes a little bit of getting used to!” As far as
the race was concerned, there were no special tactics —just go as fast
as possible without going off!

Road-racer Roger Marshall was in a similar position, having a
knee injury, again as a result of the grass-track event. However he
too, was going to do his utmost in the kart event, relying on his road
racing experience to help him through.

Phil Read, multiple World Champion, had been trying his heart
out, with limited success, in the ‘off road’ bike events. Several times
he hit the dirt, and each time remounted and battled on— somewhat
wearily in the latter events! So he was looking to improve his over
all position in the kart event. He was drawn to use Martin Hines
equipment, but was forced to practice in another machine after
Hines had a seize in his own practice.

Bryan Wade led the Superbike competition as the kart event started,
but found the karts difficult.

January 1979

Midway through the race and Peter Collins has just been passed by
Phil Read, with Roger Marshall closing in.

The organisers and sponsors of the event had given an undertak-
ing to repair any damage done to karts whilst being driven by the
Superstars. The necessity of such an undertaking was shown when
Mauger’s machine broke a crank near the end of practice, and stunt
rider Eddie Kidd’s engine was damaged when he went down a gear
instead of up!

Shortly after the Hermetite Race of the Year, (see elsewhere), the
grid formed up. In order to get a fair start, and get everyone away
cleanly, a rolling start was used. After a couple of pace laps behind
the TR7, the green light flashed, and away they went, with Don
Godden getting the jump from the front row.

As the pack slithered out of the first right-hand sweeper, Peter
Collins moved up alongside Godden, and Phil Read could be seen
right behind. Through the chicane at the end of lap one, and Collins
led, with Read now through and right on his bumper. Godden led
the rest from a rapidly closing Roger Marshall, followed by Mick
Grant, Ivan Mauger, Michael Lee and the rest. Poor Ron Haslam
had already disappeared from the circuit with unspecified mechani-
cal problems, while right at the back, Eddie Kidd just could not get
to grips with the whole situation, and cruised round, eventually
being lapped by most of the field.

Up front, a race was most definitely on. Pit lane gossip had it that
the former World Speedway Champion had, at some time in the
past, had the occasional go in a kart. If so, it showed, as he kept Phil
Read at bay, despite the continuous attentions of the road race
king. Meantime, Roger Marshall was really starting to move —
whistling past Don Godden and homing in on the two race leaders.

Lap three, and with Marshall not far away Read got his chance,
blasting out of the chicane on a superb line inside Collins, and
taking the initiative down the Pit Straight. Whether this unsettled
Collins is not sure, for almost immediately he fell into the clutches
of Marshall, who was soon on Read’s rear bumper.

Meantime Don Godden had fallen away and been passed by the
very consistent Mick Grant, and was in danger of being caught by
Michael Lee, who had come through well, passing Malcolm
Rathmell and Chris Baybutt. Ivan Mauger had also been moving
forward, passing Godden into fifth, but was out with a broken
crank.

Back at the front it was still all action, the front trio giving a
superb display, despite their all too brief morning practice. Lap six,
and Marshall could be seen slipstreaming the leader down the long
straight, under the Dunlop Bridge, and towards the chicane, Out of
the slipstream, and down the inside he went under braking, nosing
in front. However, Read had forced him to go into the chicane very
tight, and as he slid wide on the exit, Read powered back through
the inside. Collins was still in touch as they disappeared out of sight,
and all eyes turned to the long main straight to see who would be
back into view first.

Read it was, Marshall almost touching his bumper. Flat out in
sixth gear, under the Dunlop Bridge again, out of the slipstream
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Ivan Mauger movedup well, here ahead of Don Godden, but a broken crankshaft put him out.

continued. ..

and this time no mistake! Down the inside, weaving under braking
and not allowing Read to ‘crowd him’, he was virtually through.
Read tried hard to stay alongside and they entered the chicane side
by side, but Marshall had the drier inside line. As Read momentar-
ily ‘lost it’, Collins sneaked inside to take a brief second place, but
was soon displaced again.

Last lap, and Read struggled to make up ground, but Marshall
had it all under control and came in to a great reception, slightly
clear of Read and Collins, with quite a gap to Mick Grant in fourth,
with Don Godden holding off Michael Lee, Bryan Wade and
Malcolm Rathmell.

BITS

@ Martin Lampkin fell to almost the back of the field with a slowly
deflating tyre, though he was unaware of it. He thought the rather
irregular handling of his kart was either due to the weather
conditions, or himself! )

@ Phil Read, when discussing the race afterwards, could not
believe that he and Roger Marshall were lapping about five seconds
a lap slower than the front runners in the Hermetite Race of the
Year. ‘How anyone can go five seconds faster than that is . . .
unreal!’

@® Whether thefe was a last lap flag or not, Read maintains that he
didn’t know it was the last lap, and that if he had known, he might
have had a decent go at regaining the lead. . .

@ Roger Marshall was mobbed by people as he rolled to a stop.
Murray Walker and the BBC film crew were immediately on hand
to get his first words on the race, and his thoughts on the karts. He
hadn’t enjoyed a race so much in a long time, and thought the karts
were fantastic! With his leg injury preventing him from taking
further part in the bike competition, and being well out of
contention for over all hononrs, he was doubly pleased to have been
able to take part in the kart event, and win it.

@ As predicted, the road racers certainly made the best of the karts
— finishing 1st, 2nd and 4th — confirming Mick Grant’s prediction
on power-band usage, etc. This one point was decidedly noticeable,
as the moto-cross and trials riders, especially, spent a lot of time
below the Yamaha power band.

@ However, the ‘off road’ riders had the last say. The event as a
whole, certainly seemed to suit them, with more events being
orientated towards their style of riding, and in fact they took all the
major placings and the considerable prize money: Overall winner
(£5,175) Malcolm Rathmell (trials), 2nd (£2,675) Bryan Wade
(moto-cross), 3rd (£1,675) Andy Roberton (moto-cross).
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@ Mick Grant was completely taken by the karts. If he didn’t earn
his living in bikes, he said he’d be into Superkarts in a flash.

® Thanks must go to all the kart drivers who loaned their
equipment and got right behind their particular driver, helping with
advice and encouragement.

@ Stunt rider, Eddie Kidd, was a bit disappointing. It appears he’s
only happy and confident off the ground.

@ The event created great interest in karting, despite the bad
weather and therefore small attendance. It brought 250cc karting
before the motor cycle crowd, who until now have not known what
karting is all about. Kart & Superkart fully supports this sort of
publicity event, and would like to hear from anyone who knows of
any forthcoming eventin which something of a similar nature could
be included — with any type of karting, not just Superkarts.

RESULT:

Motor Cycle News — Strongbow Super Six Kart Race
1. Roger Marshall Potteries Diese!l Zip Yamaha
2. PhilRead Hermetite Zip Yamaha

3. Peter Collins Zip Yamaha

Read finally gave way to Marshall's pressure.

Kart & Superkart

class of bright new karts, far more eye appealing
than dear old Villiers, certainly far less reliable at
the moment, and a bloody site more expensive!
That's progress, It was my opinion from the start
that it should have been introduced as a one-
engine National Class, say Yamaha or Honda.
You would therefore not have had the frustrating
experience of putting your faith and money in the
wrong engine, It goes without saying that no one
listened to my opinion where it mattered. I know
of a few cases of people now on their third make of
engine before finding the right one, with quite a
few £25-£30 pistons thrown in for good measure!

With reference to the Villiers” doubted reliabi-
lity — to a large extent, poor assembly, particularly
in the clutch and primary drive department, slack
chains and poor sprocket alignment are the com-
monest cause. I seem to remember that my old
Rotary Valve Villiers, both in 197cc and 246cc
form, used exactly the same con-rod, big end,
primary drive, clutch and gearbox internals as are
used today, with reliability sufficient to win two
successive Snetterton 9 hrs. The 250 engine pro-
duced at least 6 bhp more than the best Villiers of
today at similar rpm. So a bit more care with
preparation in future!

At the beginning of this season | went on record
as saying I was rather unimpressed by the lack of
any new talent coming to the fore in 250 Inter-
national. 1 thought, however, that there was one
particular old name in Villiers who would shine in
250 once he concentrated on it. With Rob Kerk-
hoven’s engine work, Steve Styrin has well and
truly fulfilled my hopes, starting the season at
Cadwell with a fine win and ending it at Doning-
ton with an even more impressive victory, with
many others in between. I thought Steve would
win the World Cup this year, but luck wasn’t with
him there. Paul Elmore is the only other new face
to have made an indelible mark on the scene.
Someone I hadn’t counted upon improving so
much in one season, some of Paul’s results have
obviously been assisted by Zips and Martin Hines.
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Chris Merlin went on to bigger things after his rather inauspicious debut! This old-time photo shows the
then British Champion in full flight —note the dazzling, commercialised protective clothing and the cool,

relaxed, style!

Next year the RAC Kart Committee will have a
new chairman. Peter Cooper after 16-17 years of
loyal service is moving on to higher things, and I
for one shall miss his fair-minded presence at
committee meetings. My earliest encounter with
Peter Cooper was when he was RAC steward at
my very first kart meeting. After coming stone
bonkers last in both my heats, he singled me out in
the paddock and told me that whilst he appre-

REMROD KARTS

Winners of the French Enduro Championships for the third consecutive year.

Remrod-tuned Arrow engines used in all races throughout 1978 to maintain our standard of

1st Cabourg6hr
1st Le Mans 6hr
2nd Charmes6hr
2nd Caen 6hr
3rd Le Mans 500 km

success
&y @ » sendastamped
& o2 ®  addressed envelope
— foryour Remrod
9 L  Windscreen sticker

ENGINESIN STOCK

Arrow - Parilla— Komet—Dap-McCulloch
Full spares and repair service for all engines including —
Reboring — Crack Testing — Crank alignment — Re-builds — Aluminium
welding—Tuning and Dyno—testing

McCulloch 91,92 Spares in stock McCulloch 93 Engine £159.00
Remrod Class 1 International Chassis
complete with tyres £370.00inc VAT

2Trumpers Way, Hanwell, London W7 01-571 0911

ciated spirited driving, he was not impressed with
sheer recklessness — ‘try and stay on the track in
future!” I was quite chuffed really — at least he had
noticed me! My excuse for coming last was that in
my wisdom I had set the ignition on my treasured
6E Villiers 3-speed at A-in AFTER TDC, not in
BEFORE TDC. We all have to start some-
where! '!, ..
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What an eventful season we have just witnessed!
The full impact of the new generation of sticky
tyres; the first year that 125s have been let loose on
motor racing circuits — officially; the first kart GP
at Silverstone, with race speeds well over 100 mph;
an exciting, new, fast circuit in the form of
Donington, and another new kart track for the
NW of England, near Warrington. Also, regret-
fully, we’ve seen much back biting and slanging
matches going on about the tyre business, and last
but not least, the unfortunate occurrences at the
Hamburg meeting, supposedly meant to have been
the European Championship, resulting in a bad
taste in everyone’s mouth. Let us hope that the
1979 European Championship, if it is to be held at
Mondello Park, will be a meeting worthy of its
title.

Lennart Bohlin told me that he enjoyed his visit
to Mondello, Southern Ireland, in October of this
year, but expressed the opinion that the track is
very bumpy, a verdict I would agree with. Let us
hope that certain ‘Irish Funds’ can be diverted to
re-surface parts of the track. Whilst Bohlin suc-
ceeded in setting a new track record, he had to give
best to Austin Bishop in the final, due to electrical
problems. What a marvellous competitor Lennart
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is — three World Cups to his credit, and always
right up front, which considering his lack of
regular top level racing is much to his credit. When
you examine his kart closely, it becomes very
apparent that he is a thinker. Apart from the
cylinder barrels being reversed to enable the fitting
of 38mm Mikuni Carburettors, he has fitted a
hand clutch, as well as foot-operated left and right
brake pedals, for earlier acceleration exiting cor-
ners. There is a simple fuel system and the worst
exhaust welding (/is) I have ever seen! Everything
on the kart has his ‘stamp’ of always trying to
improve. I hasten to add that the basic STAR
chassis is as it leaves Heskeths. This individual
tailoring of the controls, etc, seems to be badly
neglected by even our best pilots. When I was
racing, I used to collect a bare unpainted chassis
from Zip and start from there.

Now, to return to the subject of the new sticky
tyres that we have the doubtful privilege of having
at our disposal. I will make it clear that from the
outset I have been against their use in all levels of
gearbox racing. Whilst one shouldn’t stand in the
path of progress, I think that purely on the
grounds of wear life they are an added expense
that the majority of karters are not seeking. People

have said that the American manufactured Good-
year cannot stand up to the demands they are put
to by today’s 250 International on fast circuits. 1
didn’t notice any marked amount of tyre failure at
the September Oulton Park meeting — the lap
speeds didn’t suffer that much either, come to
think of it. All the tyres we use, both old and new,
are 2-ply rated. If we consider the rapid rate of
wear, | have this year seen more tyre failures from
the new-type tyres wearing through before any
sane-minded competitor could expect, than I have
seen problems with the old-type tyres overheating
and chunking. Unfortunately, the availability of
some of the harder tyres is now in doubt.

Donington: what a marvellous circuit Mr
Wheatcroft has recreated in Derbyshire, on the
site of the pre-war Grand Prix circuit. The whole
place reeks of nostalgia, assisted by the marvellous
Single Seater Racing Car Museum, but there’s
nothing old-fashioned about the facilities at the
track! I haven’t driven round the ¢ircuit, but it
looks terrific, though a few kart desperadoes have
had a rude awakening by the highly effective,
retarding effect of the sand run off areas — you
have been warned! If you haven’t been round the
Wheatcroft Collection in the Museum it is well
worth the £1.50 if you appreciate things mechani-
cal on wheels. There is very little that isn’t there in
the way of single-seater cars that contributed to
the history of Grand Prix Racing over the past 40
years — including Vanwalls, BRMs of all types,
and a Maserati 250 F (iny favourite GP car), in
which Fangio had his most glorious victories.
There is a partly restored example of a car I had
never heard of previously — a Cisitalia Porsche
360, built in 1948, one of only two in existence, and
listen to this: three years after we beat the ‘Hun’
(for the second time) they (Porsches) built a twin
stage, supercharged 1500cc flat 12 (same cylinder
configuration as today’s GP Ferrari and Alfa
Romeo engine), which in the early stages of
development reputedly produced 550 bhp at
12,000 rpm and that was 30 years ago! That war
must have been a near thing! The car never raced
successfully as the Italian industrialist, Piero
Dusio, who financed the project, ran into financial
trouble. There is also an example of one of Dan
Gurney’s ‘All American Racers’ Eagle GP cars.
This particular car is fitted with a 27 litre
Coventry Climax engine which was used until the
V12 Gurney Weslake was made available. The
Eagle car was the first grand prix car to extensi-
vely use titanium in its construction. The ‘All
American Racers’ label amused me, as the car was
built in this country, designed by Len Terry and
powered by the late Harry Weslake’s V12 built in
Rye, Sussex! All the exhibits are accompanied by
an intriguing history of the actual car on show.
Mike Hailwood’s Honda 500 and 350 of the late
1960s are also now there for good measure,
together with many of his trophies. Karting is not
forgotten, though regrettably the kart on show is
an old space frame abortion, with a Villiers on it.
Can’t some benevolent soul lend a sparkling 250
Yamaha rig to represent our sport? Anyway make
a point of seeing the collection if you haven’t
already.

125 racing I have mixed feelings about. It was
introduced, I suppose, because some parties
thought the faithful Villiers 9E was becoming
stretched to the limit and a class should be
introduced to gradually take its place. We were
told that the enthusiastic gearbox karter loved
nothing more than sorting through breakers’
yards to find his next month’s winning engine. We
all know what a load of cock that proved to be, for
the only engine vaguely fitting into this category
was the Yamaha 125 twin, which soon proved to
be no match for the Elmore’s of this world. We saw
a class made up of a few newcomers, some people
from Class I, some from Villiers, and some drivers
from 250 International, crippled by the expense of
changing from 250 singles to Suzuki twins, then to
Yamaha twins, all in two or three seasons. What
emerged was a fairly exciting, exceptionally rapid
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Hermetite Race of the Year

As already mentioned, this was the last big circuit event of the year,
and the £500 prize money put up by Hermetite, attracted all the
regular 250 International field.

The karts were the first to practice, as the fog began to lift.
Steward, Mason Minns, left no doubt as to the cautionary
approach he expected from all drivers, under the prevailing
conditions. In a sensible move, he also enlisted the help of the six
most experienced drivers present, requesting that they assist, by
advising him, should conditions deteriorate at all below what they
considered to be a safe standard.

Practice was, in consequence, fairly uneventful, with most drivers
being content to develop a consistent line around the circuit.

There was one qualifying race, with driver’s grids being balloted.
Finishing positions in this qualifier determined the grid for the
final. Due to the late start, both this qualifier and the final were cut
in length. As with the Superstars event, a rolling start was used for
both races, to ensure everyone getting away smoothly.

The 3x3x3 grid came round in good line and the field got away
first time. From a handy grid, Martin Hines appeared to lead half
way round the first lap, but this was short lived, as his engine did not
seem to have its usual straight line sting. Steve Styrin gave an

The BBC's Murray Walker gets the first words from the overjoyed
Roger Marshall.

indication of things to come, by quickly coming through to take an
easy lead. Meanwhile Dave Buttigeig, now competing under the
Wales Karting banner, had started right at the back, and was
making a superb charge through the pack. Paul Elmore and
Malcolm Turner were both harassing Hines, and both were soon
past, passing and repassing each other as the race went on.

Buttigeig was still storming through, and with a lap to go was on
the tail of Hines. Styrin coasted in confidently to win, with Turner
getting the best of Elmore, and Buttigeig passing Hines for a
deserved fourth.

At the previous Donington meeting, earlier in the year Steve
Styrin had won in very similar conditions, and now, on pole, and
obviously on form again, who was going to beat him? Answer:
no-one! After a perfect start, the Frost Zip Yamaha just drove
away from everyone! Malcolm Turner was shunted off in the first
corner melee, and although managing to keep mobile, seized a
couple of laps later.

Behind Styrin, Elmore had the jump on Buttigeig, who had a
small gap over Olden, Poole and George, with Hines seemingly
struggling. As Colin Olden fell back into the clutches of George, a
disappointed Paul Elmore coasted into the pits with a broken
crankshaft. Meanwhile, Martin Hines appeared to be getting it all
together, and with just over two to go, was on Buttigeig’s tail.
Going into the right hand sweeper, he squeezed through, but any
ideas of catching the flying Styrin were definitely out. Some two
hundred yatds ahead, the Frost Zip GBRD Yamaha was being
confidently directed round, and took a very popular and deserved
win, with a fine trophy and cheque ready to be presented. Roger
Gibson, of Hermetite, presented the cheques (totalling £500), and
trophies down to tenth place, finishing the ‘big circuit’ year on a fine
note.

Hermetite Race of the Year

1. Steve Styrin Frost Zip/GBRD Yamaha

2. Martin Hines Hermetite Zip/Yamaha

3. Dave Buttigeig  Barlotti/Wales Karting Yamaha
4. Dave George Zip/W K Yamaha

5. Colin Olden Barlotti/Zip Yamaha
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@YAMAHA

ONEOF ENGLAND’'S LEADING 100% YAMAHA DISTRIBUTORS
Sole UK Concessionaires for T.V.M. Tuned Yamaha Engines
: : and Kart Components

ENGINETUNING AND DEVELOPMENT IS OUR SPECIALITY
We have an ultra modern workshop backed by over fourteen years
Specialist Yamaha experience. Performance has to be seen to be appreciated
as shown by STEVE ELMORE'S Performance at the
Silverstone GRAND PRIX, also dominating its class,
winning the BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS in1976,1977 and
the LONG CIRCUIT BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIP of 1978.

We have one of the largest stocks of YZ125 engines and spares in
Europe coupled with afirst class delivery service.

Trade and export enquiries welcome.
Teign Valley Motorcycles Ltd
Ringmore Road, Shaldon, Devon
Telephone Shaldon 2428 and 3528
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BRITISHINTERNATIONALCHAMPIONS
-1978

( EXPORT AND MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS B
. % TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
% SCHOOLS, SCOUT GROUPS, ETC. SUPPLIED
% SECONDHAND KARTS AND ENGINES
AVAILABLE FROM STOCK.

KARTING LTD

"COD SERVICE

*MAIL ORDER

*TRACKSIDE VAN
"SECURICOR DELIVERY

" CONCESSION + FUN KARTS
*ROADLINE DELIVERY

We have opened our specialised machine shop —solely to
cater for our Karting customers. With lathe, milling
machine, honer, press and running-in bench we can offer
the ultimate in kart and engine preparation to our cus-
tomers. Have your engine prepared to the highest stan-
dards. As used by Wayne Homer, Richard Weatheriey,
John Herbert etc. While you wait honing and crank

RACING ENGINES T70 Mk. 1l for 100 Britain

Chosen by Britain’s No 1 driver—Terry Fullerton

T70TT for

National/International T72 for International

Complete with Tillotson Carb, Incomparable for reliability, per- Developed directly from the

Ignition, Exhaust etc. Indisputably formance and cost. Winner of T70TT, but for Intgrnatlonal Class
OFFICIALAGENTS the most successful 100 Britain numerous events in Europe and at only. _Same low price spares, same
EXCLUSIVELY DAP Motor and readily uprated to (_:om-I Pome_, and develorl)\zd ever;‘further - reliability.

Telephone: 01-5731963 pete in National/International for this year. The Motor that gets
897 Uxbridge Road, should you change class youtothe front.

Hillingdon, Middlesex.

replacement service.

SIZZLER FUN-KART

3 HP Engine,Automatic Clutch
Sturdy Chassis

Disc Brake, Treaded Tyres
Adjustable Seat & Steering
£250.00 Assembled + VAT
£235.00in kit form + VAT
Send sae for leaflet

The popular Sizzler Fun Kart @ well proven and ultra IDEAL

KESTREL KARTS

THEFINESTTUNING AND PREPARATION OF ALL DAP ENGINES

time of gaing to press.
POSTAGE
Onordersupto£10add £1,00

Our catalogue gives a complateguide to all our services and products.
The 1979 catalogue is now available. Send 50p.

1978 RAC Championships (on
Goodyears), Midland and South-West

successful design. Is the perfect gift for the adven- CHRISTMAS - - TS| [V A
turous youngsterof today. With its raliable 4 stroke disc PRESENT T N Sale of Used Equipment
S a0id sutamyitio e - Frovides tha kisal intao: = 3 Sprint 106 RS Kart Used 3times— Lesstyres. . . . . £225
s , _ _ Zip Shadow 77GT Kart. Immaculate - Goodyears/
s U P E R FUN CA R A unique machine—developed by our racing engineers Carlisl £245
Wo have now taken over the entira production of Kestral Karts, and are able to offer > il Al B LT L Parilla $$2048'3 Motoplat/Carb. Modified Motor £195
these superb machines at a lower price than ever befora. For 1979 we have introduced a ‘ 1ethi i oy e
completaly now ange of Karts featuring many innovations. Please sand SAE for full ,é_. :fS:P"’es and expects something special, Komet K885 Port. 50-9 Modified Motor ... ..... £150
etalls, : Disn Bemine Dap T70 Mk Il 48-1 Britain Specification .. .. . ... £120
Kestrel 1255 £420,00 complete Kestrel Britain 78  £250.00 complete Treaded Tyres Hewland Arrow 50-8 Motoplat/Carb. 3 Meetings £195
p g9
Kestrel 21078 £410.00 complete Kestrel National_ £330.00 complete Ic_:ghtwa:ght Body work ; .
Kestrel250CC ~ £43500 complete Kestrel Electron 78 £375.00 complete 350.00+VAT We also have ;1 X Har;tlt}/1 of part worn tyres (Bridgestone,
Dunlop, Sirio of which are to be sold. Some have
ENGINES gﬁs gg:::ii:gg Mk3 gggigg IGNITIONS mg:gp:gzgmts:rg 232-8° e o been used only for testing, some are half worn. Many are
Komet K88 £165,00 Motoplat Coil £1 5'.08 Terry Fullerton, Zip/DAP almost new.
saomleat é(ggorr fg;g.gg Dial Gauge £8.75
Parilla TT23 £270,00 Blaade Extension o CASTROL & SHELLRACING OILS, ~ LATEST DAP, ZIP & SPRINT KARTS IN STOCK TILLOTSON CARBS - STANDARD,
“pton Manx (Motoplat) £200.00 ) MOTORCRAFT PLUGS, REGINA CHAIN. {Part exchanges of Karts and/or engii gainst new or used equipment) BORED, AND SPECIALLY MODIFIED
Hzmlgg R:lrt:\:\r’\ ManxL/S E] ‘;ggg ’-.:-!-\ LR ; Weare now distributors
A 5 2 AN si
“Za'?g&'(l.eaeigoarnain gig.gg i cnowh{'?g{ﬁ;" £45 00 ALLDAP SPARES-BRIDGESTONE/DUNLOP/GERMAN GOODYEARTYRES
New TAL-KO Engine FF993 port £150.00 828%‘ E g;;-‘?;ﬁ:,, Split f;é?'_gg
Sirio ST50TT £290,00 / Vinyl Carrying 2oy : 2400
DAPT72 £225.00 7 CRONUS 2D £82.00
Briggs & Strattan (Fun Kart) £63.00 Leather case £9,75
Aspera £12:00 25% Discount this month. RETAIL DISTRIBUTORS FOR
MASTA TYRE GAUGE BRACKETS MAGNESIUM ACCESSORIES A
33in dial Coil Bracket £3.00 s . N Front Hub with Bearing £8.00
Rear Hub 25 1 £7.00
s e AR R TR Sprocket Carrior 25mm or Tin £9.00 TRAN/MECH LTD RACING SPARES AND ENGINES
L-shaped Throttle Bracket £1 '00 Engine Mount Universal £14.00 ™ " ™
£1000 ' Bin3 pioce FromWhoo SRP £20.00 We are able to offer one of the largest stock )
As used by top oy o in 2 piece Front Wheel e stocks
i Vel 5in2 Rear Wheel £24.00 : .
Motor Racing Teams ._ﬁ:,‘_, ( g'e"arl‘%f‘c%l ;:S'Ssi:g'eNmFixing 218'88 olf Yar?faha r4380|ng sparesinthe country, We (Prop. Stan Owen)
- W i ast Iron Disc 10. i
le W M5 also offera 48hr crank overhaul using our
S e Moroplat pulier " £200 latest Yamaha crank press and Jig. TMR 38 EASTBARNET ROAD, NEW BARNET,
CEV Holder £2.00 Barrel and head tuning is also available. HERTS.
1i CEV Puller £1.84 : gisa
o S f1400 ST Sprocket Puller £4.20 TMR supplied and maintained Yamahas (New address pending)
Tillotson HL317A bored & tuned £18.00 Gudgeon Pin Extractor £480 were used during 1978 by Martin Poole, .
il 7A27 i .00 L : : - -
Anoied b ey P! B SocietSergnsabr 1500 Midland 250 Champion, World Cup 7th and DR £ L T R T
Tillotson Carb Body £8.36 6, 8mm T-Bar Allen K £2.20 Oulton Park 6th, (n/ Martin f 7 .
Tillotson Carb Body bored £1136 10mm T-Bar Socket £3.25 back). Joh, (H ooty | tﬂ 2 5%’ VOuE 15t Express Repairs, PARILLA, KOMET and BM
Eih e e pheft €980 13mmT-Bar Socket £9:50 vearback).John Rees, Wels Engines. Full range of spares. Precision Machinin
i Nozzle Check Valve £1.44 Dunlop 11-710x5 £18.70 Champion, 3rd Oulton Park, (not bad for eIl L 9 P ; g
» Diaphragm Kit £1.95 Dunlop Tyres 10400 x 5 £17.00 an old ‘un) and Grinding.
Repair Kit £4.29 Dunlop Tyres 10-375 x5 £13.50
Contomenta Tyres 10350 x5 £1030 While You Wait Servi
ontinent: res X " .
KART CARE & M'l(ngdlp.ll;ANEOUS Continental Tyres 11-600 5 £13.50 MET _m_ ile You Wait Service:
— LIl ey £12.50 Carlisle Tyres 11-350 x 5 Super Slick £8.45 Rod Assemblies fitted, Barrels Honed: Crank
S"° eg eels £3.60 Goodyear Tyres 11-600 x 5 S exchange service
KeatC over £8.50 (German) 350 +460x 5 £12.50 rr% I l 9 :
e = SR i o e MAHA
X ubes
Numbers, black & white £0.10 11-350x 5 Tub £2.80 P ; MAKERS OF THE MAMBA 781 KART.
T:gi'lgglsiﬁézllllj;?zlglsum'pa" féggg 11-600§5Tﬂb22 £3.50 All 100cc engines and spares suppiled.
b : Bridgestone Tyre 11-450 x 5 YZ £18.70 ia- i i : i
Sprockets52-80T £2.70 Bridgestona Tyre 11680 x 5 Y2 £19.80 Big-ends fitted while you wait — boring - Sundry Stock Items:
Continental Solderless Nipples £0.30 Continental 4-10350 x 4 £9.80 gnndlng = Hell-COI||ng = Machinlng H ; H
TO MAIL ORDER SHOPPERS Continental 4-10-350 x 5 £9.50 ) Till. Carbs. (Standard and Special)
. . - Wet Bridgestone perset of 4 YZ £77.00 . . = = M F H H H H
Please be sure to state clearly all relevant sizes, if applicable. Wet Carisle per set of 4 £4700 100cc engine tuning is carried out by our oly ibre Cage Main Bearlngs (Spe0|al)
Al prices shown exclude VAT where applicable and are correct at GoodyearTyres USA 11-600 < 5 E8:.00 1979 Team Driver Mick Bryant, 3rd Motoplat Ignition

Dunlop, Continental and Bridgestone Tyres.
Renold Chain, Champion Plugs.

§§§E§§:§ﬂ§$€§5§032338.%§ :::e Champion in 100 National. ,
so:e':‘gﬂn'?““ 1s over £50 — carriage free. ress Watch this manin1 979 Comlplec';e Blza kfe Systefm aﬁ L'J(SGd in Mamba 781
MORSEt oo by mansselo i o O b o x Phone or call Tues or Thurs evenings 0272 it R
6 Manse Parade, London Road, Swanley, Kent. U.K. 40 Comotery Road, Knoute, Bristol 4
\ Phone: Swanley (0322) 67121 Telex 965781 Hockis-G W
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DARTFORD KARTING

Phone (0322)-22645
MAIL ZIP

ORDER AGENTS

DK SPONSORED DRIVER, MARK TREADWELL, WINS YET
AGAIN DRIVING THE WORLD FAMOUS ZIP SHADOW
RANGE OF KARTS (POWERED BY DK SPECIAL TUNED

— ENGINES) —

Kf\RTS SPARES TO FIT KOMETS + PARILLAS ENGINES THIS MONTH'S SPECIAL OFFERS
ZipShadowGT.. ...............E350.00 Liner (3port). ....... s £20.00 ParillaTT22.. .. ..., ., .. .......F£262.00 TrolleyWheels .. £3.00
Zip Shadow 78SE X Liner (TT) . ..... E20,00 ParillaSS20,..... ceiiiiiee....£162,00 SeatCovers...... £6.00
ZipEuro 78 . Main Buanngs (C3) £1.60 Manx (100 Britain) ..£140,00 KartCovers ...... £8.50
ZipShadow 125GT .. .. .. £425.00 RotaryValveCover........... ... £7.50 Komet (K88) K .. £157.00 Equipment Bag. . £6.00
ZipShadow 210. ... .. vowev..... £430.00 Big EndRoller Cage DAP Corsair T70. ....£140.00 Sprockets52/80 loom £2.50
Zip Shadow250................. £435.00 (Super) ........oie . £3.00 Motoplatsforall 100cc - New combined chain &
#DI‘I Karts glus VA;I’ y- ConRod.........covovvunni.n .. £11.50 engines , . veeiae.... £34.00 i fmg?*?gﬂ{f (plastic) .......... £1.75
e purchaser of any new Zip Shadow RotaryValve ..., ...... ... saak £2.60 otoplatColl ... ............. . £1250
vwv::c':\?::::doafég;g Otympian Stop- OQilSeals,,..................... 30 ',LT\,I(I)S:?IRﬁig;,’ﬁg::Tgsr\el(ﬂ've a FREE engine E::E{:‘T;ﬁ:;l'gﬁ:g. T PIRE f£:12g8
FREE OF CHARGE: ENGINE SPARES oDDS Nozzie CheckVaI-v-e.'l-'i-II-o-t;c:)‘n ------ £1.00
To fit Parilla & Komet. Genuine Factory Parts Castrol R30 TubslessValve ... .. .. .. . ¥
GENERAL COMPONENTS Pistons Parilla48-0t048-64 ... .. £6.50  geiray : Front Ally hub with Bearings
Rotary Valve Cover Sloping Pistons Komet 50.6t051.2 . ... £6.50 Bardahl ... ... Rear Ally hub 1* & 26mm.. ..., .. ‘
Closa Arte ket 1111111 S RneSSsupen sttt oot i -2 £SO Pasicmun Howder- e, 1110111 "
KartBoots ....... £6.50 Parilla/Komet Con rod puocaings: S Chain quard 4. sess £10.00 NumberPlates...... ..

2 pieceenginemount. ... ....,....

Griffin Vlsors £1.80 Komet/Parilla 3 portliner

EngineClamps ..............,... £1.25 Perforated Disc + Carrie

Hn!leacI(BlSBll colours & Parilla/Komet TT Liner. . . , . i . Rubber Plug Cap ... ..
SIZES. .., ... E7.00 ValvecoverTillotson ......... R =& ¢125 ZipBrakePads ... |
Steering Wheel, leatherrim ........ £7.50 G g?\sl N ice & £160 Italian Bottle Tanks, , ... .. T
Main Bearings, C3 .......... . £150 AXLES & BEARINGS e e s ‘on  Numbers black &white ... ... ...
De Luxe Kart Stand no stl .. £10.00 Class1Axle38" .. .............. £6.00 o e > ans 3 ‘50 New Engine MountSliding. ...
Motareraft Piugs. . . . . .. .85 Class1Axie36” , ... .. €550 ' UoDerplugcap e 2 Al S“';m,':“ff?a"'e’g it
Class1 Axle.......... £6.50 Class1Axled0” .. .., ... f6.25 pun Ally half fronts 5 x
Nova 4" Frant Rims. £240 Special Class1 Racing Ax = 1900 TN AN NG 2P et Spun Ally half fronts 5” x 3°
80O SProckets . ............... £250 Class1AxleSprockets............ £225 ,gutte /0 o bikbg ¥ elPete Spun Ally halfrear 5" x 3*. . .
Stoothsprockets .. ............. £2.50 Class1 SprocketCarrier........... £2.80 48'3 48'34 48.4 48‘44 Spun Ally halfrear5” x 47, ... ..,.
10toothsprockets ............. . £250 AxleBearings ................. - E275 495 4854 486 4864 Bridgestones (newtype)..........
Tillotson Carb HL317A ........... £12.00 AxleBearingHangers..... ........ 75 L L d ] Motocraft AG403/603 plugs ....... 75
Tillotson CarbBody . ............ £7.50 = To fit KOMET, CORSAIR, UPTON etc. Wetweatheroversuits ......... .. £12.00
Tillotson Carb Body fuIIy RACEWEAR & HELMETS 50.6 50.7 50.8 5084 Bardahl ,..oppeews snimemsissiiys £1.50
Bored. . . . . yirdvr s s b e £9.60 Showerproof Oversuits .........., 50.8 5094 51.0 51.04
Tlllotson Carb fully bored Leather Racing Suits 511 5114 51.2 TYRES
with Special Butterfly ... .. £15.00 (allcolours) ......... Trogt . TofitSIRIO & ZIP Goodyear
NOVA5" Class 1 Froms. . ,....., £3.60 Rally Jackets all colours 5‘0’ 0 501 502 503 504 11-6.00x 5 (German) ............ £13.50
NOVA5” Narrow Rear. .. .. .. .. f£3.60 Rsizes.......... .ol . ! 11-450x5 ,, ... ..., woee. £12.00
NOVA5”WideRear......., £4.20  Griffin Clubman HP All above pistons supplied 3 port (or TT) at 11-3.60x 5 ............. £11.00
Chain Splitters ............. £3.26  BS2495/77..............o... ! thelow price of £9,50 Carlisle Super Slicks
Class 1 Finger Guards, Paddy Hopkirk Agordo . . . 11-350x5 . = . & caidalinisine. £7.50
Plasticzs. . . awrass - Riidasiaenss 75 BellStar............... S CRONUS STOP WATCHES 11-8.00X By e . . vi coumemsnimmnsns £10.00
11-600 x 5Tubes . ... ...... £2.80 NewZipHelmet ................ i 30% discount for 1 month only Gnudvaar (USA}
5“FrontTubes, .. ......cvvrurs £2.25 Cronus Olympian ; 11-800x5 . ... . i, £8.50
Class 1 Engine Mounts ........ . £7.00 NEWPRODUCTS Cronus3T . ..........ooiinin.. i Carllsle
Motoplats ...................... £34.00 Japanese HT219 Standard Small Cronus3-ST...... PR 3-50410x4...........ooivnn.. E7.00
WirleyVisors . ................... E1500 Pitch Chain . .. f£7.50 Cronusd ,........, e Bridgestones
Japanese HTM219 SuperSmaII Vinyl Carrying Case Backs . iia. v s Feiieveeias £17.00
KARTTOOLS PitchChain................,.. £8.50 Fronts.................. vieeeaoo £17.00
T-BarAllan Keys5-6mm.......... £1.75 10Tooth SmallPitch Sprocket CARBURETTORS + SPARES
9T Sprocket Puller .. ..... k tosuitabove.................. £3.00 Tillotson HL317A e £12.00 CARLISLE RAIN TYRES
CEV Puller . TR Rear Axle Sprocket to suit above. . . £350 Tillatson HL317A (bored) ........ £15.00 11-380x 5 ivijaavavinsivinsdsnsn £10.50
9T Sprocket Holder Main Bearings 620403TB German Standard Body .......... vew £780 11-450X5 ., uiiiuieiiocassains £10.50
Motoplat Puller. . . . HighSpeed. ... ............... £6.50 Fully Bored Body . £9.50 11-600x56.. ... ....... ety £11.60
Motoplat Holder. . . Main Bearings 620404 Dur Kopp. .. £4.00 Diaphragm ............... £1.20
10mmT-BarSocket.............. Main Bearings 6204 TBH3CGMN. .  £5.00 Fuel Pump Diaphragm (Teflon . 50 GOODVEAR RAINTYRES
13mm T-BarSocket. ., ........... Super High Speed Roller Cages 4308 Fuel Pump Diaphragm Rubber . . . . .. 30 13-380xB. .. e £10.00
0427 withshims. . ............ £3.00 HighSpeed Mixture Screw . ... .... £1.00 11 -4,50 b £11.00
CHAINS Textron Axle Bearings MPPBPRB.. £2.75 IdleMixtureScrew................ B0 11-B00x6 . ... i, . £12.00
Regina 115BCX96. . .. .. ... ... b Asahi Axle Bearings PFTS ... ... F2.50 ThrottleShaft+ Lever............ £3.00
Regina Extra115KBC .. .. T AGV Fibreglass Crash Halmat Nozzle Check Value . . . ... ... £1.00 BRIDGESTONERAINTYRES
JWiSstandardracing ............ (BS-2495-1977),...... ..... £35.00 InletNeedle Seat + Gasket........, 40 CompleteSet.................... £70.00
JWIS special copperplated. . ... .. Magnesium Engine Mount .. ...... £12.00 WelchPlug................ ot .20
Chain link extractor, .. ...... ; p Magnesium Sprocket Carriar ... E1.7%
Japanese HT219 .. ... ... ....... d Magnesium RearHub , . ....... ... £6.00
Japanese HTM219....... Magnesium Front Hub with
Bearings .. .........0uiani.. . £7.00
Motorcraft AG 203/403/603 ... .. .. 75
Dial Gauge Extensions Chromed ... £2.50

*MAILORDERIS OUR SPECIALITY*
ALLOURPRICESINCLUDE VAT & POSTAGE (UK ONLY)

(excepton karts and engines)

ALL MAILORDER SENTBY RETURN POST

ALL ORDERS OVER £15.00 CAN BE SENT COD AT NO EXTRA CHARGE. YOU MAY PHONE YOUR

ORDERS BETWEEN 7AM and 7PM

97/99 LOWFIELD STREET, DARTFORD, KENT, G.B.

Mon-Sat 7am-6pm. Early closing Wed 2pm ‘LATENIGHT is FRIDAY NIGHT we are open until 8pm’

S
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FERRARI

FERRARI

PARILLAIMPORTERS AND CONCESSIONAIRES
Parilla Spares & Engine Stockist Since 1962

All Engines Ferrari Prepared

PARILLA % KOMET

BM s DAP % TKM % ARROWS < SIRIO

Parilla Original Components Supplied & Used IOnIy

Ferrari Prepared Tillotsons, Standard Tillotsons,
Motoplats, Dell’orto Carb Kits

Boeri Suits, (Sole Importer), Boeri Helmets,
Bruno Ferrari Jackets, Parilla ‘T’ Shirts

Our own Specially Prepared Engines For Sale

TGGB % SS20 % TT22
(2only) PCR100International, secondhand

Hutlass Mechanical Brake for GB Class
Regina Super Chain % SirioTyres

New Type Carb available from January 1979, on Special Orders Only

SPECIALOFFER
Dell’orto 24mm Carb & Pump Kits only £9 to clear

All Prices/List Available on Request ¥ Trade Supplled
(prices subjectto VAT)

A106, Fruit & Vegetable Market
New Covent Garden
London SW85EE 01-7208677/8/9 (Home:01-4290254)

January 1979
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BM 130cc ‘C Open’ machine.

IO

Lake at home — piloting a twin

LAKE

Lake Speed’s first World Championship was Nivelles in 1973. It was a disaster, and a lot
of people wrote off Lake and Americans in general, then and there. Others have come
and gone, but Lake has kept on coming, finishing in the top six in each of the last four
vears - itself an incredible achievement in his one and only European race a year! Le
Mans - and as the favourites crumbled, Lake kept his cool, made the most of his limited
equipment, and took the title of World Champion away from Europe. Recently, we
spoke to Lake about his background in karting, and his almost fairytale win.

Lake Chambers Speed was born in Jackson, Mississippi, almost
31 years ago. After a friend was given a kart for Christmas,
12-year-old Lake bugged his parents for a year, and the following
Christmas became the proud owner of a locally built Black Hawk,
with a West Bend 580 powerhouse on the back! Lake was racing,
not for a moment thinking that 17 years later he would be
Champion of the World.

After High School, Lake spent four years at Mississippi College,
and then started straight into his own business as a Real Estate
Broker and Developer, and now specialises in Warehousing and
Subdivision Development. He has also built up his karting
wholesale mail order business, supplying the USA with European
equipment as well as the regular American products. Speed Karts
also incorporates a concession kart business that operates seven
days a week for the public.

In the meantime, Lake has made a name for himself in American,
and now World, karting. On top of numerous State Champion-
ships and a dozen ‘Winter Nationals’ titles, he has won six United
States National Championships, and put together his impressive
string of top six finishes at the World Championships.

Lake is well liked in the European scene. Always ready to stop
and chat, his ‘Hi y’all’, relaxed appearance, disguises a tremendous
determination and application. Ask him a question, and the answer
will be honest and to the point -- sometimes this can be taken as
being outspoken or over-confident, but it is really a deep faith in his
own driving ability, and his logical approach to competing and
winning.

This is brought out in his answer to a question concerning his
most satisfying race, and why. ‘This year’s World Championships.

22

Because I drove as close to a perfect race as I think I ever have. I did
not let emotion take over in place of calculation, reasoning and
evaluation, in any move that I made while under the most pressure
that is possible. Also the fact that I won the race against the best
drivers and equipment in the World. This was done with only
two-and-a-half days’ practice, against drivers that I only see once a
year, and with equipment that was super, but not the best that could
be offered. The odds were tremendous against it ever happening,
but when a person or persons apply themselves 110 per cent, it can
and did. I doubt there was even one person at Le Mans who thought
that this underdog could have even won a European round, much
less the World Championship! That is why this-was the most
satisfyingrace.’

We quizzed him on his relationship with the factories, especially
IAME and Mr Grana, and the help, if any, he receives from them.
‘Let me say it’s very hard to have much of a relationship with Mr
Grana, as far away as he is, and as busy as he is every year when I
come over. He has been very impersonal, but at the same time has
given me the feeling that he admired me for not giving up after our
fiasco at Nivelles. He has never actually encouraged me verbally,
but he has by his manner.” The person from the factory who has
helped Lake most has been Julio, the head Parilla mechanic. He
apparently showed Lake mutual respect from the first day they met,
and has never done anything but offer encouragement since. They
have a sort of competition between themselves about engine design
and modification ideas, which Julio usually wins, but once Lake
did! As for help at the Championships themselves, Lake receives no
more than any other non-factory driver, other than the transpor-
tation of his kart (no tyres) to the meeting. At Le Mans he had one

Kart & Superkart

THE MOTOR SPORT DIVISION OF JAN KUIPER LTD.

RACING RESEARCH

Birel Le Mans Kart
The World’'s Best
World Championship
First : Birel
Second : Birel
Third : Birel

World Junior Championship
First : Birel

Japanese Grand Prix
First : Birel

Japanese Grand Prix (Ladies)
First: Birel

Used Karts and Engines

Birel Parmalnternational
Electron Magnesium Components
Special 159D Racing Axle

2 Bearing

Supplied with either Bridgestone
or Dunlop Tyres

Birel Jesolo (Black)
Magnesium Components
Supplied with Goodyear Tyres

New Karts and Engines

ParillaTT23and TT22 Motors
Fullerton Tuned

Tillotson Carburettors
Fullerton Tuned

Hl RACING RESEARCH

208 Berrow Road Burmnham-~on~Sea Somerset
Telephone Burnham-~on-~Sea (0278) 783991

January 1979

~ birel

IMPORTER AND DISTRIBUTOR FOR THE U.K.

Orders Taken Now for 1979 Season

Taifun Elite Turbo

Complete with tyres

SirioST50TT

K78TT
Fullerton Tuned

Tillotson Carburettors
Fullerton Tuned

UK Works Driver
Tom Alexander

et
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Howard Healh 's big moment as he pushe\‘ alongs:de Fullerron Seconds later he was back 10 t/urdas he was
pushed wide, and Zserl was able to force his way through.

continued. ..

penalty putting him back to 24th, with more to
come in the form of a 5 point penalty per heat! No
amount of discussion would convice the
organisers that there must have been a mistake, so
that was that.

TIME TRIALS

1 T.Fullerton GB 63.33
2 T, Zéserl Austria 63.63
3 A.Suzuki Japan 63.77
4 Y. Sugaya Japan 65.51
5 A.daSilva Brazil 65.53
6 Y.Lee Japan 65.65
7 T.Suzuki Japan 66.45
8 T.Fujiwara Japan 66.60
9 F.Masuda Japan 66.63
10 M. Yokozawa Japan 67.25

Overnight the rain cleared and the rest of the
meeting was run in fine, sunny conditions. The
heats produced a couple of points of interest; the
first centred around the Bridgestones on issue
which for various reasons, all the visitors chose to
race on. As time went on, concern grew among the
drivers as they realised that towards the end of a

ten lap heat, the front tyres were ‘going off” and
‘graining’, in some cases rather dramatically. With
the final over twenty laps, there was a problem.
However, with everyone seemingly in the same
boat, most people put on another new set and just
hoped for the best — with two notable exceptions.

The second point was the obvious improve-
ment, and consistency, of the best Japanese
drivers. Although not approaching the standard
of Fullerton or Zgserl, they were making the most
of local knowledge and putting in some fine
performances. Probably the best appreciation of
the modern technique came from Toshio Suzuki,
making a return to karting, though now a regular
winner in the Japanese equivalent of Formula
Ford.

Zoserl claimed pole for the final with a perfect
heat score after winning his heat clash with
Fullerton. The British Champion won his other
heats comfortably to take grid 2, with Howard
Heath overcoming his time trial handicap to take 3
from Toshio Suzuki, with Massaru Noda (a
Dunlop runner), Sugaya and da Silva, nextin line.

The two exceptions to the Bridgestone tyre rule
now became evident. Both Fullerton and Zéserl
lined up with very ancient-looking, worn front
tyres, bearing 3.60 markings. They were appar-
ently from an old batch that had been found to

Third placed Yasutomo Sugaya, who looks set to lead the Japanese challenge at Estoril next year, with the
assistance of the Yamaha subsidy. Note the front wheel disc brakes on the S ugaya chassis.
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wear well, without graining, and at the same time
giving excellent grip, but taking a few laps to warm
up to anything like operating temperature. Fuller-
ton, especially, seemed to be gambling, as his front
tyres showed very little rubber left at all.

As the Japanese flag fell, Fullerton pulled right
over on Zoserl and claimed the running for the
first corner, with Heath and Suzuki slotting in
behind the Austrian. End of lap one and Suzuki’s
great effort ended as his motor locked solid,
leaving the front trio with a small gap. Next lap
and Heath, making the most of the early life of his
“standard issue”” Bridgestones, plunged past
Zéserl. In fact he got alongside leader Fullerton,
but was firmly squeezed out, and the manoeuvre
let Zjserl back into second. Heath was ynable to
repeat his effort as his front tyres slowly deterior-
ated, in contrast to those of the two leaders, who
gradually pulled away.

As the race went on, Zoserl was able to make a
few stabs inside Fullerton, but each time the gap
was very definitely closed. At three quarters
distance, the Austrian must have been wondering
what to do, as the laps were fast running out. The
only option that appeared to be left was a *do or
die’ effort. Next lap and the issue was settled
dramatically as Fullerton’s engine seized, catching
both drivers by surprise. The Austrian managed to
avoid the locked up kart and was able to ease up,
reeling off the last four laps as Fullerton was left to
walk back to the pits reflecting on the £2,700 he’d
just lost!

The two leaders press on, past a section of the large
crowd on the embankment.

Heath took his second successive second place
while Sugaya, who runs his own Stag chassis,
featuring four wheel brakes, got the best of a
struggle with da Silva, who was also in trouble
with front tyres. Noda held on to fifth, ahead of
Australia’s Pizarro who had come through well
from a mid-field grid.

Ziserl, meanwhile, was completing his jubilant
victory lap and joined Heath and Sugaya on the
rostrum in front of over 10,000 people. Sugaya
also had great reason for joy — Yamaha had
promised a 500,000 yen (£1,800) subsidy to the
first Japanese driver, to help him compete in the
1979 World Championships.

RESULT — Carcompo Pacific Championship

1 T.Zoserl Austria Birel/Parilla

2 H.Heath Australia  Sirio/Parilla

3 Y.Sugaya  Japan Sugaya/BM

4 A.deSilva  Brazil DAP/DAP

5 M.Noda Japan DAP/DAP

6 J.Pizarro Australia  DAP/DAP

7 T.Fujiwara Japan Sugaya/Parilla

8 S.Sugiyama Japan Yamaha/Yamaha

9 A.Suzuki Japan Sugaya/Parilla

10 Y. Suzuki Japan Enkei/Parilla
Kart & Superkart

chassis (paid for), and three engines loaned by Julio, and that was it,
except for some information given when he asked for it.

The one person who has helped him the most, however, is
mechanic Lynn Haddock. Lynn is no slug behind the wheel, having
won the odd US title himself, but he accompanies Lake as manager,
mechanic and friend, and makes a top job of them all.

This last World Championships almost didn’t happen for the
man from Mississippi. It had been a mixed year, with the family
going through the pain of divorce (Lake and his former wife have
one son, Lake, Jnr, age six), and great pressure of business. With all
this weighing on him, the decision to go to Le Mans was only taken
the Tuesday before the meeting began. Lake and Lynn arrived at
the IAME factory at mid-day Friday, fitted the seat to his kart, and
along with two factory mechanics, Maximo and Modena, caught a
train to Paris the next day, arriving at midnight. There was no train
to Le Mans until 7.30 next morning, so with the station closing,
they looked, without luck, for a room. Instead, Lake found an
all-night bar, so baggage and all, they moved in until morning!
They finally reached Le Mans late the next afternoon.

“This year’s race was very frustrating to me in the beginning. The
new style kart required me to change my driving style, and for a day
and a half I tried every way but the correct way, and was doing
really terrible. After running really good last year this really hurt. I
finally just stopped and went and watched Fabi practice a few
times. Then I went back and started getting my act together. At first

"I wasn’t consistent, but every now and then I would crack off a
really fast lap. That built up my confidence, and I started really
concentrating. From then on 1 just kept getting faster and faster.
Most people had no idea what 1 could do, because most of my
practice was on worn tyres. When I qualified, the lock screws in the
axle were loose and allowed the brake disc to rub the pads, therefore
I didn’t time very good (18th). If that wasn’t bad enough, I was in B
group behind Fullerton, Wilson, Forsman and Andreasen. After a
lot of hard driving and luck, I think a lot of people were shocked to
find me third, after the heats. One team captain even asked me if I
thought they had made a mistake in putting me so close to the front!
Ijustlaughed.’

When did Lake first think that he was in with a chance of
winning? ‘T always felt I could win after about the third practice day
(Saturday). It was only a matter of applying myself and not making
any big mistakes like T had in the last four World Championships!’

About three minutes before the start of the first final, Lake
received a blessing in the form of good tyres. ‘I think Fabi was
responsible for me getting them, because after the first final he
brought me another set for the second final. Now I had the same
tyres as the fast guys and I was really ready to go.” He had done
everything up ’til then on standard YZ tyres, having arrived at Le
Mans without a single tyre, and having to set about buying his
needs for practice and racing. Things had looked grim until a truck
turned up on the Saturday with plenty on board.
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The Speed pits were somewhat crowded after the first final. Here
Lake speaks to a concerned Italian, with the tall figure of Lynn
Haddock in the background.

However, a big scare was in store at the start of the first final.
Having seen all the accidents at the chicane, first time round, Lake
was praying for a clean run through, to be in a position to set about
the front two — Zoserl and De Bruin. That was not to be, as from
behind, someone tried to win the race first time through the chicane.
Lake saw a big crash coming if he held his line, and the resultant
deviation saw him emerge intact, but down in seventh place!
Nevertheless, he put his head down and worked back up to third,
and to his own surprise caught De Bruin with three to go. They both
closed on Zéserl (whose rear tyre was gradually deflating,
remember), and were nose-to-tail with one to go. Lake takes over

the story: I

The World Champion and the Birel/ Parilla combination that served
him so well at Le Mans.
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with Frenchman Gerard Leret following closely.

continued. . .

‘When we came round to go into the last turn, I could sense that
something was sure to happen. When I saw Toni and De Bruin
starting to go together, I just said to myself “Thank you!” That was
before they even hit! To say the least, I was super happy —almost as
happy as after I'd won. At that time I fe/t I had won. [ was super
glad that all the spectators seemed to be glad for me. When I got
back to the pits, I almost ran over a marshall, trying to get on the
scales as fast as I could! All week we had hardly ever seen any of the
factory people down where we were pitted, but after the first final
you would have thought I was the Pope! Lynn almost couldn’t get
to the kart, for all the help he was getting in preparing for the
second final. Grana and Julio asked us how much running time was
on the engine. When we told them both timing sessions, some
practice, and all the qualifying races, they were stunned!! I had
received this engine, one of Fabi’s cast offs, and one other. Of
course, I saved the ex-Fabi engine and didn’t practice it much. The
other engine just wasn’t as good as the one I ran. Race morning, on
the last lap of practice, the ex-Fabi engine let go! I had no other
choice but to go with one all the way.’

Lake couldn’t wait to get the second final under way. The kart
was readied super fast — ‘there was nothing to do but put on new
tyres!” — and they went to the grid to find no one else had showed
up! He was first there, on Number 1 spot, and determined to stay
there. Lake again:

‘T have never started a race with such a positive attitude. I ran
only as hard as I felt I needed to. Once I sensed someone trying to
out deep me on the last turn. I just went a little deeper than usual
and went on. A lap later at the same turn, I could tell someone was
coming again, this time harder. [ went in deep but didn’t turn as
soon as normal. The other kart went by me, but too deep, then I
turned and went back by him on the inside. A few laps later Imade a
slip going through the chicane and hit a curb. It put me on two
wheels and destroyed my line entering the straight. With my loss of
momentum, Forsman just drove by. There was nothing I could do
other than block him — and I don’t believe in that kind of driving. I
don’t remember if it was on that lap or the next, but Forsman
slipped a little going into the turn at the end of the straight, and I got
to the next turn on the inside and was back in the lead for the finish.
I wasn’t going to make any more mistakes. That’s when I knew for
sure I was going to win.

‘When I crossed that finish line, I felt like someone had just lifted
a huge weight off me. It was a tremendous feeling that is impossible
to describe. The response of the crowd and other drivers, made a
profound impression on me. I was amazed that so many people
seemed truly to be glad that I had won. I never dreamed a grown
man would ever ask me to autograph his shirt, with him in it! When
Icame into the pits I was swarmed — Lynn was the first person I saw.
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Lake’s winning performance— the Le Mans second final. With Allen and da Silva out, Lake comes under heavy pressure from Forsmann, Ziserl,

We hugged and laughed until we couldn’t stand it any longer. Then
it was Julio and Sala, then there came Grana blasting through the
crowd yelling, “T can’t believe it. The tourist has won the World
Championship!” Then he gave me a bighug.

“Third final, after things had settled down, came the hardest thing
for me. I was told to lose the third final. I should let the other
Birel/Parilla drivers by. I didn’t receive any new tyres for this final,
so I had to use the old ones from the first final. Here I was, 10
minutes after becoming World Champion, and already I'm sup-
posed to lose! Well this didn’t set too well with me, so I figured that
at least I would try and save face. Old tyres and all, I was
determined to lead for a while, and show that my win was no fluke!
Well I did, and after a few laps with Haddock waving at me to let
Toni and Forsman by, going down the straight I moved over and.,
out of the normal line, slowed, and let Toni by, and then Forsman.
Forsman even thanked me after the race. After running close
behind Forsman and Toni for a few laps, my old tyres were
beginning to give up. I had to back off and then let another
Birel/Parilla setup by.’

This experience knocked a little of the edge off his win, but he still
felt very, very good. So there it was. The impossible had been
achieved, with an almost pathetic lack of equipment, compared
with most of his illustrious rivals. Would you believe that this year’s
World Champion used a garbage can for a kart stand!

What about the equipment? ‘The Birel/Parilla combination has
been one that has suited me very well, from the first time I ever
drove one in Hagen, through to today. I have not had any
complaints — only praise — for the equipment. I think you can see
from the finishing results that the Birel/Parilla (1st, 2nd, 3rd), was
very dominating this year. [ expect a very good year again in 1979.

The future? Lake would like his business career to continue as it
has the last few years, so he can take advantage of what
opportunities come along, in and out of motor sport. ‘I don’t know
if I will stay in karting — it will depend on the opportunities that
become available in karting. In motor racing I feel there are a lot of
drivers with the ability to go fast, but not nearly as many with the
sense to reason and win. I feel I have that and would like to use it.’
Lake also loves to snow ski — ‘It’s the next best thing to racing!” He
also likes water skiing and has just taken up ‘racket ball and
beautiful women!’

How about karting. How would he like to see ir progress?
‘Two-fold actually. I don’t think it would be healthy for the sport to
be allinternational equipment. We need the average budget minded
karter. He is the one who gives the sport back-bone. We do need,
and must have, the international super-equipment, to add the real
flavour to the sport, as does Formula I to sports cars. What we don’t
need is to try and tie the two together, where one hurts the other.
Example: high priced engines and tyres.’

‘See y’all next year.’

Sure thing, Lake.
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organisers of the event. It all takes place at Sugo,
one of several ‘centres’ for testing Yamaha pro-
ducts, all specialising in a different art or sport.
Each centre is laid out in immaculate resort style,
and Sugo, the motoring centre, is typical.

Setin the middle of a wild hilly forest area, Sugo
is centred around and within a two mile bike test
track. As well as moto cross and trials courses and
the kart (and mini bike) track, there are facilities
for fishing, golf and volley ball, plus of course the
Sugo Hotel.

The organisation of the whole meeting was
nothing short of superb. The one or two hitches
from the previous year had been ironed out and
the visiting drivers were treated to the legendary
Japanese hospitality and efficiency. After a night
at Tokyo’s luxurious Hotel Pacific, they were
flown to Sendai and taken on to Sugo by car and
minibus.

THE RACEMEETING

As practice began, the talk was as usual centred
around tyres. Being at the ‘home’ of Bridgestone
and Dunlop, the visiting drivers had brought
virtually nothing with them, in the expectation of
something special turning up on the day. They
were not disappointed.

Bridgestone tried a new policy. Rather than the
three different compounds that had been put
together for Le Mans, they decided on one com-
pound which they felt would be most suitable for
the conditions and produced it in 6.50 and 7.00
rear sizes with only 4.50 fronts. They tyres carried
a red colour coding, but were said not to be the
same red compound as at Le Mans! Indeed it now
appears that the colour code is to be changed
regularly, so only those in the innermost sanctums
of Bridgestone will know exactly what is what.

In a commendable move, Bridgestone issued
several sets of these tyres to each visiting driver,
and more were available on request, thus eliminat-
ing any tyre advantage — well almost (see later on).

Dunlops were out in force also, with rumours
flying around of umpteen different compounds!
What was certain was the appearance of some of
these compounds in an 8.00 x 11 x 5 size. Yes, the
8in rear is here — any odds on when to expect the
size 9in?

Practice was basically uneventful, with all six
visitors appearing to be quicker than the Japanese,
though it must be said that one or two of the
leading Japanese practiced very little, and were
seemingly saving a lot for the big ddy. With most
of the visitors being newcomers to Japan, full use
was made of the practice, and there would be the
occasional flurry of interest around the pits as one
of the top contenders would go out on fresh new
rubber and promptly knock up to six tenths of a
second off his ‘worn rubber’ time!

Things changed dramatically the next day, as it
poured with rain, and with only a short practice
before time trials, there was panic as rain tyres
were bought, rain funnels constructed (who said it
never rains in Japan!), and everyone splashed
round, acclimatising to the new conditions.

As often happens, the wet time trials produced
all sorts of changed fortunes. No surprise, though,
were the first two. England’s Terry Fullerton, an
acknowledged wet weather man, skated round in
63.33 sec, three-tenths quicker than Toni Zdserl
(Austria). Two of the leading Japanese, Aguri
Suzuki and Yasutomo Sugaya, got out in possibly
the least wet conditions and put up next best times
of 63.77 and 65.51 respectively, in front of Le
Mans sensation, Ayerton Senna da Silva (Brazil),
who had stayed on in Europe and made a very
welcome lateentry.

The three remaining visitors were in trouble.
Both Australians, Howard Heath and John
Pizarro, didn’t look at home in the rain (must be
Aussie where it never rains!) and their qualifying
positions, 16th and 22nd, gave them plenty of
work to do in the heats. New Zealand driver, Chris
Lambden, put up 7th best time, but somehow
acquired an enormous decibel reading, the 3.2 sec
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Organisation in Japan is superb, even down to this highly organised Drivers’ Briefing in one of the Sugo
Hotel’s conference rooms.

RIDGESTONI, |

—

Zdserl and Fullerton in discussion before the final race. The cages in the background are allocated to drivers
to store their equipment overnighi.

The leading trio in the early laps. Fullerton, Ziser! and Heath. Note the Australian’s digital temperature
gauge, mounted behind the steering wheel.
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Lap four of the Carcompo Pacific Championship Final. This unusual rear view shows Fullerton being pressedhard by Zéserl, with Heath still hanging on well. The
two marshalls are not really in the safest spot, considering this is the fastest part of the track!

Japanese karting is growing rapidly, both numerically
and in standard. Kart & Superkart takes a brief look at this
year’'s 2nd Japan International, and the back-up behind

the sportinthat country.

Run a fortnight after the Le Mans World Cham-
pionship, this year’s Japan Kart Race was bound
to be an improvement on last year’s first attempt.
Then, only one European — Toni Zdserl — made the
long trip over, but was rewarded with a comfort-
able win and the million yen first prize money.

However, an air freight hold up caused the
Austrian to miss getting back in time to get to
Parma for the 77 World event. This year’s event
was shifted back in the calendar, but only to two
weeks after the World Championship, which
although being an improvement was not likely to
attract hordes of Europeans. After the effort and
tension of the World Championship, very few
people are interested in rushing home, re-prepar-
ing inevitably tired equipment, freighting it and
then catching a flight, all within four or five days.
Surely it would make sense to come to an agree-
ment with Hong Kong, and run a series on
consecutive weeks in November.

In the event, six non-Asian drivers turned up for
this year's race (seven if you count an expatriot
American, living in Yokohama!l), with travel
subsidies assisting most and the promise of a
sizeable ‘pot of gold’ for the place getters.

From the first moment that the race regulations
are published, the involvement of the Yamaha
Motor Company in Japanese karting is obvious.
But why is such a huge organisation so involved in
what must be a minority sport? The 'truth is, it is
not that minor in Japan any more. Even since the
first Japan Kart Race in 1977, the karting popula-
tion there has doubled, and there are now over
12,000 active competitors in Japan. It’s virtually
all 100cc sprint racing, though 125 and 250 classes
are just starting to get off the ground. (See Just
Heard ...)

28

The powers that be at Yamaha apparently saw
the potential market — still a small market in
comparison with their bike market, but neverthe-
less a worthwhile one and a good public relations
field. So no time was lost, and the Japanese karting
follower was soon able to purchase Yamaha karts
and engines ‘out of the showroom’. To date
Yamaha have concentrated on a basic production

engine, which forms the basis of their National-
type class, but now are obviously looking to come
up with something that will be competitive inter-
nationally. Their kart chassis, although seemingly
a little heavier than the European ones, appears to
work well enough with the lighter-than-average
Japanese drivers.

Yamaha have a large share of the Japanese
domestic market, and so are obviously keen to
help promote the sport as well. The Japan Kart
Race is an important part of their programme, and
a great deal of help and organisational facilities
are put behind the SL. Kart Club, the official

The standard set-up for a lot of Japanese ‘National’ drivers— the Yamaha KT100S piston timed engine, on
the Yamaha RC100A chassis. A new chassis is superbly finished, 1o the same standard as the Company’s

motorbikes,

Kart & Superkart
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The fabulous
TKM 100cc KART ENGINE

Available ex-stock from your TKM
Distributor or Kart Agent

FF99
3 PORT

FF99
TT

£165
+ VAT

Including
Tillotson Carburettor
Motoplat Ignition

Carburettor and
Ignition extra

Eligible for
100 Britain and
Junior Britain

Eligible for
100 Junior National
National and
International

Be prepared for 1979 and team up with a TKM engine now

Also available superior High Performance parts for all 100cc Kart Engines:
TKM Piston and Rings, Cylinder Liners, Rotary Valves, Silver Plated Big-end Cages,
8T, 9T & 10T Engine Sprockets, Bearings, Oil Seals
plus many other items at realistic prices

Distributors for: Carlisle Tyres and Tubes — Tillotson Carburettors and Spare Parts

TAL-KO, SUNDERLAND RD,
SANDY, BEDS SG191QY, England

Telephone: Sandy (0767) 82020 Cables: TALKO SANDY
p vy ( ) |
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Welcome to my first column in Kart &
Superkart! I must say that I have always
believed there is room in the market-place
for a second magazine-about karting, and
I am also quite sure most karters, usually
so starved of news in general, will happily
buy both publications. Let us hope that
one magazine serves to improve the other.

When Chris Lambden offered me my
own column, I accepted with alacrity, but
with certain provisos. As this magazine is
primarily financed by Martin Hines of
Zip Karts, it is bound to be assumed by
most that it will act as a showpiece for Zip
and their products and will be heavily
biased towards them. I have been assured
that this will not be the case and indeed
the editorial staff appear to be bending
over backwards to avoid it. If it does
happen, 1 for one, will cease writing for
Kart & Superkart immediately, and
many people I am sure would stop buying
the magazine, with much crying of ‘I told
youso’! Anyway time will tell.

My most immediate problem is how I
can write anything to do with Zip karts,
their products or drivers without being
accused of bias. I can hope that all my
readers will realise my motives and will
understand that I have a very good rela-
tionship with the majority of people
within karting and that I have no prefer-
ence towards any manufacturer, or
trader, or club, but try to be friendly and
sociable with everyone. Also I deliber-
ately keep my articles light-hearted and
basically non-political, because I simply
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cannot be bothered to get involved in the
myriad of major and minor squabbles, be
it about tyres and fuel etc etc, but prefer
to leave all this sort of thing to the people
running the sport and making a living out
of it, plus, of course, the inevitable club
house lawyers.

However, sermon over, I shall proceed with my
first story, and it’s about a Zip driver and I don’t
care, so there!!! Along with most people 1
remember being very impressed with Jackie
Brown the first time I saw him, although I was a
trifle surprised at his style of driving, thinking it
rather erratic — certainly not suited to the latest
chassis and tyre combinations. However, his track
record spoke for itself, and erratic as his driving
looked on the track, his control was nothing short
of miraculous, and it certainly did not take a
brilliant mind to realise this young man was
destined for the very top. But as I watched him
through the 1978 Green Man series I did begin to
wonder whether in fact his style paid off and came
to the conclusion that at tight circuits like Tilbury
and Rye he did not lose out, but when I watched
him at Little Rissington, basically a very open and
fast circuit, his style handicapped him. For the
benefit of those who have not seen Jackie drive, he
does so very much in the Mike Wilson fashion,
both hands very much towards the top of the
steering wheel at the 11 and 1 o’clock positions.
Instead of braking and driving smoothly round
corners he goes round in a series of jerks and
twitches in a constant fight with the kart, not at all
relaxed. At Little Riss, every twitch and tweak
seemed to lose him a fraction of time. That was
then!! .

Master Brown is now a senior and at the time of
writing this article has competed in three senior
events. Fulbeck, Rye and Tilbury, and my, how he
has changed! People have been getting at him to
change his style of driving, and with such a notable
as Terry Fullerton amongst those who advised
him, the message has obviously sunk in. Coupled,

of course, with the fact that Bridgestones require a
smoother style, Master Brown is now strangely
different on the track. No longer is he the odd man
out, his kart at different angles to everyone else —
now he’s having to conform! Though his debut has
not exactly been fairytale stuff, his potential is
obvious, and I am not the only one who wonders
whether we shall see him in the British four man
team in 19797

Big news on the 250 scene is, of course, that
Dave Buttigicg has left Barlotti, not for Zip or
Star, but for Sprint! Yes, Reg Deavin has
obviously been persuaded to get back into the
Class 4 scene and, as I write this, unconfirmed
reports tell me that Butty has already had some
success on the short circuits with his new Sprint. It
will be fascinating to see how it performs on the big
circuits, bearing in mind that Sprint have had very
little to do with this side of karting for several
years,

Jack Barlow, as always, seems very philosophi-
cal about losing one of his top drivers and accepts
the fact calmly without any bad feeling, working, I
am sure, on the principle that what you lose on the
swings you gain on the roundabouts. Although
not as big as Zip or Sprint, Jack reports he has a lot
of karts on order with him and will shortly be
bringing out a new revised chassis built solely to
take the Yamaha 250 engine,

[ see Paul Jackson, surely one of 1978’s sur-
prises, has acquired a new Sprint chassis. I suppose
it’s a logical move bearing in mind Paul’s close
association with Paul Fletcher who, of course,
drives a Sprint. Paul’s chassis is a 104in two-bear-
ing example similar to the one driven by Mickey
on various occasions this year. After a first time
out win at Fulbeck however, Paul clobbered
Mickey’s rear wheel at Rye and launched himself
at very high speed into the barriers, totally des-
troying the new chassis, but fortunately not him-
self. Paul must think that because his Boss has a
great affinity for that particular bit of fencing at
Rye, he has to follow suit!

The engine scene is a bit silly at the moment. The
Italian factories are not delivering engines quickly
enough, as is their wont! — especially Parilla. It’s
such a shame that they cannot back up their World
Championship success, but it seems that Parilla
have only just this year been introduced onto the
American market, which seems strange, and all
available engines are going to the great US of A. [
suppose delivery will only get worse when Lake
Speed’s victory sinks in to the American Karting
fraternity. Komet have not exactly been to the
forefront in 1978, but I can see Grana giving them
a real push in 1979. Bill Sisley currently has the
only Komet K80 in existence. Although he tried it
a few times in 1978, he found it as quick, but no
quicker than his usual engines, and as he was
hampered by a severe lack of spare parts he did not
spend much time on development. In 1979 how-
ever all his drivers will be Komet powered, his
national boys with K88s and his international
drivers K80s, some quick factory examples of
which, he has been promised by Grana. Also
spares will be available, which do help! Will 1979
be the year of the Komet?

Incidently I recently attended the Formula Ford
Festival at Brands Hatch, which is the premier
event in its class in the UK, and I was delighted to
see Sisley Karting sponsored Terry Gray in only
his first season of FF, come third overall, a
brilliant achievement as this event attracts the very
best drivers in the country. If you do well at the
festival you have virtually assured yourself of big
things the following season. I suppose Bill Sisley
hopes to get a reverse spin off from his sponsor-
ship, picking up some extra custom from guys
who get the racing bug watching FF, decide they
can’t afford it and turn to Karting as a cheaper
alternative.

And what of TKM? Like most new manufac-
turers working in the face of giant opposition like
TIAME, TKM have taken a little time to get going,
but going they are. At time of writing they have
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sold nearly 300 engines and by the end of the year
will have produced nearly 500! All of a sudden the
TKM is starting to win races, especially National,
and the International motor is showing great
promise as many rivals have noticed. The Hall-
mark of anything connected with Bernie Turney is
the quality of the product, remember the VooDoo
kart and how beautifully engineered that was, well
the TKM is no exception. Bernie has taken his
time developing the engine and now has available
some works engines capable of holding their own
in the best company. It’s taken time but Bernie
wanted to do it properly, cos that’s the way he
works. Anyway next year Bernie will be on the
lookout for anybody using a TKM motor and if he
thinks that person, be he a junior, national or

international driver, shows potential they will be
offered works support. Bernie’s not going to go
out and buy a quick driver, but if you are a
customer, you have an equal chance with every
other TKM driver of earning yourself some works’
support. How about that. I seem to remember a
young chap called Alan Turney who was pretty
useful on a kart. I wonder if he is ever tempted to
take the sport back up: it would be rather
interesting to see how quick he was, wouldn’t it?
Talking of which, I had my first drive in a kart
for some six years last week. A friend of mine who
must be a hero or an idiot or both, has just
acquired a 100cc national kart for a bit of fun. He’s
a hero because the thing had a sticky throttle, very
strange driving position and no brakes at all!!

John Pudney in his prime! A Voodoo kart and trusty K77 - note the meaty front bumper!

ONLY

® Lane 100 Britain Complete
® Lane 100 National Complete
® Lane 100 National Less Tyres

ACCESSORIES BARGAINS
Kart Stands £9.00

Trolley Wheels £3.00
Italian. Bottle Tanks £4.00
Motoplat Ignitions £34.00
Ally Sprocket Carrier £3.00
Magn. Sprocket Carrier £7.75
Sprockets £2.50
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LANE RACING
DEVELOPMENIS

® Lane 100 International Complete
@® Lane 100 International Less Tyres
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IMPORTERAND DISTRIBUTOR FORPARILLAAND KOMET MOTORS

Works Tel:01-7697543

161 Eardley Road, London SW16
LANE KARTS REDUCEDFORALIMITEDPERIOD DUNLOPTYRES SPECIALOFFER

£237.50 ® 11x710x5
£306.00 ® 11x670x5
£265.50 ® 10x400x5
£355.50 ® 11x450x5
£315.00 ® 375xb5
Ally Engine Mount £7.00
Magn. Engine Mount £12.00
Rear Hub £4.00
Front Hub £5.00
Rear Hub Magn. £6.00
Front Hub Magn. £7.00
Ally Big End Cage £2.25

Plus Discounton Many Other Items
Lane Motor Tuning, Service and Repairs, TT Porting, Boring
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Crankshaft Splitting

Lane Racing Have Moved
Opening Sale Come and Find Us

Anyway, I strutted down to Tilbury to show the
expectant crowd just why I used to be so good and
made a complete idiot of myself. If ever the
expression ‘A bit past it’ has ever been immorta-
lised, then 1 did it! Would you believe it was the
first time I have ever driven on Goodyears — not
sticky Bridgestones, mark you, but humble old
Goodies — and I was amazed at their ‘stiction”. In
my old days of narrow Carlisles you used to sling
the back out, etc. Not nowadays — the kart just
goes where it’s pointed, no sliding, nothing.
Anyway, after 10 laps I gracefully slipped into the
pits, to acknowledge the applause of the onlookers
who had just witnessed the first 50-second lap of
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Part exchange welcomed.

£f16.85 @ 11x600x6 £7.70
£15.75 @ 360x5 £6.90
£15.30 Wet Tyres

£f1350 @ 11x600x5 £8.70
£13.50 @ 360x5 £7.90

Steering Wheel Deluxe £8.50
Steering Wheel £7.00
Ally Finger Guard

and Coil Bracket £3.25
Seats £7.50
Coil Bracket £2.40
Chain Guard Bracket £1.20
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